


Our Aspirations

• Maintain the rural character of Dover 

• Actively support conservation efforts and protect our 
environment 

• Be fiscally responsible while investing for the future 

• Take time to make informed decisions as a community



Why We Live in Dover

Top Rated SchoolsRural character Fiscally Responsible Government

2011 Town Survey - 60% of residents chose “rural character” as the first or second most 
important reason they moved to Dover

Sources: Dover Master Plan 2012



Article 18 Areas for Consideration

•Financial Consequences 

•Environmental Impact 

•Concern for Abutters 

•Traffic and Safety 

•Parking Capacity 

•Long Term Outlook



• Historically infrastructure projects have 
resulted in unanticipated expenses…taxes 
• Will the impact on town services, the 

police, fire and highway department 
ultimately lead to budget increases? 
• FDG has committed to 10 years of financial 

support, what about the remaining 89 years? 
• How we will pay the $50K deductible on the 

Environmental Liability policy should we 
have a claim?

Financial Considerations



Environmental Considerations
• The rail line has been inactive for 10 years 

and nature has already started taking it back 

• Heavy equipment and surface materials will 
forever change vegetation and displace 
animals in the habitat 

• Initiating a development project across a 
100+ year old rail line is a complex 
environmental project with potential 
financial and health risks 

• The standard MBTA lease does not allow for 
soil samples to be taken



• For residents this will be a loss of privacy – people cutting 
through yards, noise, dogs and trash are genuine concerns 

• Equestrians, hikers, dog owners and the Norfolk Hunt Club 
use and maintain trails throughout the Dover Valley – a 
century long tradition 

• Interrupted and restricted access to conservation land for 
current users

sources: baycolonyrailtrail.org

Abutter Considerations

http://baycolonyrailtrail.org


Traffic and Safety Considerations
• The Springdale/Dedham Street 

intersection is a recognized safety issue 

• Chief McGowan wrote a letter to the 
planning board for the Dunkin’ Donuts 
traffic study stating that speed is a major 
complaint (often 37 mph) and sight lines 
are a challenge 

• Will this intersection need to be re-
designed and at what cost?



Parking Considerations

• No additional parking is planned 

• Parking in Dover Center is already heavily 
utilized on weekends with town events, 
the library and cyclists 

• Hunt Drive does not have any designated 
parking 

• The new parking lot in Needham for the 
rail trail cost $162k 



• Article 18 contemplates a short 2-3 mile 
trail within Dover 

• The Bay Colony Rail Trail is an 
organization working towards a 7 mile 
trail connecting 4 towns that would 
result in significantly higher usage 

• Longer trail = More Services = $$$

Long Term Considerations

Source: baycolonyrailtrail.org. 

Article 
18



The Bay Colony Rail Trail Organization



Will There be a Bridge Over the Charles?

Source: www.needham.baycolonyrailtrail.org

Estimated cost to remove trestle 
bridge and install a steel bridge:  

$1.2M

Picture of Needham trail 
ending at Charles River



Consider What Dover Already Has

Source: www.healthylaps.comSource: www.sunmultisportevents.com

Elm BankPowissett Farm Springdale Farm

Over 1500 acres of conservation 
land and 60 miles of trails

http://www.healthylaps.com
http://www.sunmultisportevents.com


Vote NO on Article 18

Source: www.dover.ma.org

• Financial Impact? 

• Environmental Impact? 

• Concern for Abutters? 

• Traffic and Safety? 

• Parking Capacity? 

• Long term Plan?

http://www.dover.ma.org

