BOARD OF ASSESSORS

Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2014
Chairman Caroline B. Akins called the meeting to order at 4:10 PM in the Assessors Office.  Present were Board Members Caroline M. C. White and Charles W. Long, Town Assessor Karen MacTavish, and Assistant to the Town Assessor, Amy L. B. Gow.  Also attending the meeting was Bill Clark, the Town’s Website Coordinator/IT Support specialist. 
1.
Email Accounts


Mr. Clark came before the Board to apprise them of their town designated email addresses and to discuss the archival importance of using these addresses for all assessment business.  In addition, he explained the appropriate use of email for public sector purposes.  He left the meeting after his presentation.

2.
Regular Business 


-
Meeting minutes from April 23, 2014 were reviewed and unanimously approved.


-
A warrant for Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Commitment No. 3 of 2014 was reviewed and endorsed.


-
A contract with Cartographic Associates for FY2015 mapping updates was discussed and unanimously approved.

3.

Form of List Extension – Colonial Water Company  
A filing date extension from March 1, 2013 to March 20, 2014 for Colonial Water Company’s FY2015 Form of List – Return of Personal Property Subject to Taxation was unanimously approved.
4.

Classified Land Approval – 20 Pegan Lane, 10-030
New owners of this property submitted an application to continue classification of 5.55 acres under the provisions of Chapter 61B of the Massachusetts General Laws.  By unanimous vote, the Board approved the application and endorsed a Recreational Land Tax Lien in their names. 
5.

Supplies  



The Board discussed their preferences for departmental stationary.
6.

Performance Appraisal
Discussion was held concerning the Town Assessor’s annual job evaluation and who on the board would complete the written submission.

7.

Uncollectible Excise Tax Bills – 1998 and 1999
The Board unanimously approved and endorsed forms submitted by the Tax Collector, who requested that 23 unpaid motor vehicle excise tax bills from 1998 and 20 bills from 1999 be abated in order to settle the levies.  These bills are presumably marked at the Registry of Motor Vehicles and if payment on any of them is made, the applicable abatement will be rescinded.
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8.

Next Meeting


The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, June 25, 2014 at 5:00 PM.

At 4:55 PM, it was moved by Mrs. Akins and seconded by Dr. White to adjourn the meeting to enter executive session to review applications for real estate abatements.  With three members voting, the motion was approved, 3-0.
The Board returned to public session at 5:20 PM to report on actions taken during their executive session as follows:

FY 2014 Real Estate Tax Abatements:


4 applications approved (unanimous, 3-0)





1 application denied (unanimous, 3-0)





1 application deemed denied (unanimous, 3-0)






1 application withdrawn

It was moved by Mr. Long and seconded by Dr. White to adjourn the meeting.  With three members voting, the motion was approved 3-0. 

