
Dover Conservation Commission:  Candace McCann, Kate Faulkner, Tim Holiner, John Sullivan, John Sheehan, Amey Moot, Dave Stapleton, Larry Clawson, George Giunta (agent), Lori Hagerty (administration)
June 16, 2014
Dear Dover Selectmen:
In response to your request, the Dover Conservation Commission is providing its perspective on the conservation value of 46 Springdale Avenue, a property that is being considered for town acquisition.  We appreciate being asked to contribute to this important community discussion.
You will be receiving a comprehensive Conservation Assessment by Consultant Paul J. McManus of EcoTec, Inc.  We readily enlisted Mr. McManus’ expertise to address some of the specific questions raised by our commissioners and by the Board of Selectmen about 46 Springdale Avenue.  Paul is able to access critical information about wildlife protection, land management, and he is himself a highly regarded wetland expert in Massachusetts.
On the Conservation Commission, in addition to our two staff, we are a group of eight members.  Some of us have been in Dover for generations; many have been here for several decades or more, and a few are relative newcomers.  This is important anecdotal information because we all – to a person – unanimously support the town’s effort to acquire and protect 46 Springdale Avenue.
This remarkable property is “a window into the past of what Dover looked like.”  As one commissioner said, “Dover has many houses and many woods.  Dover no longer has the plenitude of fields and open space that once characterized this town.”
Conservation commissioners see this property is as a critical link in a significant wildlife corridor, extending from the south end of town through Wylde Woods and DLCT land onto the 28 acres of 46 Springdale, across Springdale Avenue through the town wells to the sparsely populated northern section of town where many lands are already protected.  As a varied habitat for birds and other species, this long, important corridor provides refuge and breeding habitat for many.
It is well recognized that, as surrounding land is developed, water tables drop.  Trout Brook Stream – running from Pine Street, under Centre St., through the wetlands of 46 Springdale and ultimately beneath Springdale Avenue and feeding into town wells – has exhibited a significant drop in its water level since the residential development went in on Clover Circle and Spring Lane.  Commissioners expressed concern about a potential overuse of Dover’s water resources in general, both for the short term and in the long run. 
At the back of this property are a series of bridle trails that connect to an extensive, active trail structure for Dover residents and other participating equestrians.  The trail system and Dover’s cooperative, symbiotic relationship with Norfolk Hunt Club would be adversely impacted by the proposed development.
It should be noted that the Commission acknowledges the importance of a land management plan for conserving this property.  The owners have hayed their back fields twice a year.  Its significant conservation value would be to maintain it as a “meadow habitat.”  Towards that end, rather than mowing it twice, it should be mowed once, late in the year.  If the property were not maintained, it would revert to secondary growth deciduous woods inside of 20 years.  It should be noted that the town must have access to the property for maintenance.
It is the opinion of the Dover Conservation Commission that historical heritage, critical positioning of 46 Springdale in relation to surrounding, strategically-conserved lands, water resources, and trail infrastructure are just a few of the many reasons for supporting Dover’s interest in protecting this pivotal property.
		
Respectfully submitted,
Dover Conservation Commission


