Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2014 
7:30 PM

Members Present:   Candace McCann, Kate Faulkner, Tim Holiner, John Sullivan, and David Stapleton.  Also present:  Agent Giunta and Consultant Paul McManus.  Absent:  John Sheehan and Amey Moot.

Notices of Intent
144-737	Algonquin Gas, bridge widening (location:  ROW at 26 Farm Street)
Present was Dennis Blais of TRC Environmental representing Algonquin Gas.  The proposal submitted was to widen the existing bridge in the Algonquin Gas ROW at the location on 26 Farm Street.  A damaged tree would be removed.  The addition would be 15’ in depth.  Erosion control would be used at the wetland line as shown on the plan.  Motion made to close the hearing and issue a standard Order of Conditions for the project as presented.  Seconded and unanimously voted.

144-740	11 Turtle Lane, septic system and 2 Certificates of Compliance
Present was Joyce Hastings, GLM Engineering.  She presented a plan to eliminate 2 failed cesspools and construct 1 alternative system.  There was no area for compensation.  The system is an improvement.  There are also 2 outstanding Orders of Conditions DEP number 144-135 for a permitted house addition in 1993 and DEP number 144-398 for an MWRA sewer extension.  The Commission made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance for Order of Conditions #144-135 and a partial Certificate of Compliance for the 11 Turtle Lane portion of Order of Conditions #144-398.  The motions were seconded and unanimously approved.  Motion made to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions for the project as presented.  Seconded and unanimously voted.

144-741	80 Wilsondale St., garage and driveway
Present was Rachel Watsky, Goddard Consulting.  She presented a plan for constructing a garage and paved driveway within 100’ of an intermittent stream.  The proposed work would take place on an existing altered area.  All work is outside the 40’ no structure area.  No trees are proposed for removal.  Agent Giunta had visited the site and confirmed an intermittent stream.  Motion made to close the hearing and issue a standard Order of Conditions to approve the project as presented.  Seconded and unanimously voted.

144-742	90 Main Street, new single family home
Present was Michael Joyce of Joyce Consulting Group, Braintree.  The proposed plan is to demolish an existing single family home and construct a new house.  They also propose to relocate the driveway from Main Street to Belden Road.  Trees are proposed for removal on Belden Road.  Homeowner stated majority of the trees are dead.  The Commission requires a tree count per the bylaw as part of the filing.  The Commission scheduled a site visit for Saturday, August 16th at 9 am.  They also require a revised narrative with a reduction in the impervious surface.  Michael Joyce requested in writing a continuance to the following meeting on August 27.  The Commission granted the request for continuance.  

144-739	169 Claybrook Road, patio, steps, fence and landscaping
Present for the applicant Fang Liu, was Ardi Rrapi of Cheney Engineering.  The Notice of Intent was filed in response to an Enforcement Order for unpermitted work in the Riverfront.  The proposed plan showed a bluestone patio, post and rail fence and stone steppers in the flat area, with wooden steps toward the river.  No trees were proposed for cutting.  The Commission reviewed the plan.  After discussion a motion was made to dismiss the Enforcement Order and issue an Order of Conditions as a remedy for the previous violation.  Seconded and unanimously voted.

Continued Notices of Intent

144-738	Hale Reservation, Powisset Pond, Aquatic Control Technology
The proposal was to spot treat nuisance vegetation as necessary with state approved herbicide and algae with state approved algaecide, in order to maintain open water conditions.  After discussion, the Commission made a motion to issue an Order of Conditions approving the treatment of the pond as presented for Hale Reservation.  Seconded and unanimously voted.

144-736	48 Farm Street, Sipp – driveway, demo existing home, new home, retaining wall 
Present:  The applicant, Sharon Sipp and Brian Nelson of Metrowest Engineering.  The revised plan dated 8/12/14 was presented.  The August 1st sitewalk resulted in adjustments to the wetland boundary.  The portion of the wetland line which was not reviewed by the Commission’s consultant has been noted on the plan.  The driveway has been removed from the 40’ buffer zone.  The driveway pavement was reduced in the barn area.  A stone trench (1’x1’) was suggested by the agent beside the driveway on the wetland side.  Erosion control barrier was modified near the exterior of the barn and debris pile outside the barn.  Post and rail fences will be replaced.  The large paddock will contain horses and goats.  Removal of invasive plants will include bittersweet.  Additional special conditions of approval as stated by the Commission:

Motion to close the hearing and issue an OOC for the project as presented with modifications as of 8/13/14.  Conditions include:  
1. Mowing (in the buffer) will need special permission from Conservation Commission.  
2. Creation of a barrier (fencing)at 25 ft buffer line south east of the barn, as initialed on the plan at the meeting 8/13/14. 
3. Replacement of large paddock fences approved.  To the east will be let go to natural vegetation. The hatched area noted on the plan is not to be mowed or maintained, also initialed at the meeting 8/13/14.  
4. Erosion control bumped out between the driveway and the 25' no disturb line, from wetland flag A12A - until the end of the driveway.  
Discussion 

NStar
Present from NStar was Denise Bartone, Sr. Environmental Engineer.  The Commission discussed maintenance activities as part of their tower replacement project within the NStar right of way.  NStar proposed replacing 2 additional wood structures with galvanized steel structures as rot and insect damage were discovered during replacement of other structures.  They propose to install timber mats within wetlands, using filter fabric in between the mats (as was done on Hartford Street).  Also discussed was a prior enforcement order and site walk made by Agent Giunta, Paul McManus and NStar.  The areas in violation were hand raked and seeded with a wetland seed mix and photos were submitted to view progress.  Agent Giunta will continue to monitor repair areas and update the Commission with progress.  

There was additional discussion with NStar regarding the Hale Reservation Access Road possibly being moved to the opposite side of the easement which is a higher and dryer area.  It would be approximately 150’ of access road.  The Commission suggested a filing of an RDA.

Certificate of Compliance
144-717	Lot 24, Greystone Road
Agent Giunta reviewed and agreed all work done according to the plan.  Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance for Lot 24, Greystone Rd.

Agent’s Report
30 Hartford Street – Agent Giunta visited the site during a rainstorm and advised additional erosion control in response to run off into the wetland.  He directed erosion control around the entire subdivision and every dirt pile.  He also advised lots be re-graded.  

Haven Terrace – In response to telephone calls regarding work in the wetland, Agent Giunta advised an orange construction fence be installed along the 100 ft buffer zone of all lots to provide a visual barrier of work.  All tree cutting is outside the 100 ft buffer.  

Discussion
Paul McManus discussed the benefits of an NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) filing requirement for Construction sites.  It is a self reporting, EPA issued permit which is authorized by the Clean Water Act.  It is applicable for projects disturbing more than 1 acre and requires submittal of SWPPP (Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan) reports.  The Commission agreed this information is beneficial to town departments.  Paul will forward more information for the Commission’s use.

Minutes – Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to accept the minutes of 7/23/14.    

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Lori Hagerty, 
Administrative Assistant
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