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Minutes from May 13, 2014 Meeting

Present: Tracy Boehme, Mike Kinchla, Chris Poulsen, Savita Shukla, Amy Wilcox
Absent: Matt Schmid, Becky Sommer-Petersen
Additional Attendees:  Carol Lisbon, John O’Keefe

Agenda

· Approve last meeting minutes – April 8, 2014

· Program/Initiative Updates
· School Program 
· DRC Mission 
· Transfer Station 
· Outreach 
· DRC Program 
· Agenda Items for June 10 meeting 

I.  April Minutes approved.

II. School Program
Bay State Textiles has placed textile recycling bins at DSMS and DSHS.  Steve Bliss has informed members that Chickering Elementary is not participating in the program at this time.
Amy Wilcox and Savita Shukla to follow up this month with Steve Bliss on the following:
· Annual Waste Hauler Contract award provisions:
What criteria is the annual contract award based upon
· What criteria for Community Service hours/Senior Spring Projects.
What is the time cycle for Summer 2014 student projects, 2015 Senior Spring Projects.  
What process/mechanism for DRC to propose, encourage, assign, secure Community Service projects/internships with students.
· Would Region be open to a possible Environmental Scholarship award offered
· Possible projects, internships: 
· Analysis of Mass DEP Data for better understanding of Needham/Dover/Wellesley discrepancies between household waste tonnage.  Possible explanations/solutions and best practices to lower tonnage
· Analysis of best practices (incl. PAYT) employed by various towns in MA for lowering household waste and the associated benefits and risks.
· Enhancements and collaborations to improve upon the DRC booth at Dover Day
· Management and improvements to propose for Mary’s Swap Shop
· Analysis of other towns approach to managing/encouraging a more complete sustainable community including use of solar, wind, geothermal energy sources; water use/re-use; yard and house refuse; hazardous waste; etc. 
Amy to research Needham Solarize, Sherborn Solar program, possible rebates, etc.

III. Transfer Station/Special Events
Chris Poulsen reports new signage is up at Transfer Station.  Group commented on improved appearance and clarity.
Deposit trailer painted, new blue bins too small, will be changed.
Savita to connect and align her New Residents letter information.

Mike confirmed the Medfield/Dover Household Hazardous Waste Day will be Saturday, 5/31, 9am-12pm at Medfield’s Highway Garage @ 55 North Meadow Road.  Sign to promote on Dover Green, Posted on town website with link to Medfield website.

Mike Kinchla reports Shredder Day is now scheduled for 6/7.
Need for Press Release to Hometown Weekly, Website posting.
Articles accompanied by a photograph are likely to land on front page, without can end up buried.
Article on town website has slipped, better positioning to be requested from webmaster.

IV.  Outreach – Recap of 2014 Clean Up
Amy reports things went well, with special note of thanks to key neighborhood organizers.
Polled group and volunteers  -  overall preference of first Saturday in May over last in March, largely due to warm weather brightening the experience.
By and large citizen transportation of bags to Transfer Station was thought to be a good idea.  Mike & Chris did more collecting of bags than had been recognized.  Next year encourage more strongly expectation of self transport.  
Separation at Transfer Station was more manageable with bags arriving sporadically and in smaller loads.
Next year – possible earlier distribution of bags for those able to do work April weekends prior.
Suggestion that when new caution signs are ordered, add “Honk your thanks” could be added.


Adjourned.
Next meeting:  6/10/14.  Agenda to include a review of a proposed Dover Recycling pamphlet; and changes to be made to the DRC and town web pages.
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