                                                Dover Open Space Committee
                                                             March 11, 2014
                        
Attendance: 
Present: Amey Moot (Chair), Mark Bush, Boynton Glidden, Henry Faulkner, Justine Kent-Uritam, Candace McCann, Barbara Roth-Schechter, Jim Dawley (Selectman Liaison), and Dick Wood.  Guest:  Martin Kessel (Natick Open Space Committee).
Absent:  Jane Brace, Kate Cannie, Eric Loeffler, and Jerry Arnold (Long Range Liaison).

Amey began the meeting at 7:35 pm.
I. Approval of Minutes
Upon the motion of Barbara with a second by Boynton, the Minutes of February 4, 2014 were approved.

II. New Member
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amey welcomed new member, Dick Wood, who lives on Claybrook Road.

III. Updates from Open Space Committee (OSC) and Open Space Organizations
A. OSC Public Walks
Boynton plans to lead bird walks with Amey in May 2014. He will contact Parks and Rec about promoting these walks.

B. OSC Landowner Outreach
Justine will compose the annual letter from the OSC to selected Dover landowners soon.

C. Hale Reservation
Sign ups for swimming memberships are now open per Amey. 

D. The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR)
Amey introduced Martin Kessel from the Natick Open Space Committee. TTOR is trying to fundraise monies to purchase a 16 acre parcel in Natick on the top of Pegan Hill which straddles the Natick/Dover line.  Pegan Hill has a high elevation and has great views towards the mountains of New Hampshire.  Much land has already been protected as open space around Pegan Hill but the summit itself is unprotected. TTOR will be asking the Natick Conservation Commission (Natick Con Com) to contribute money from its $6 million open space fund towards this Pegan Hill project. The Natick OSC advises the Natick Con Com on such matters.  Martin noted that the Natick Con Com has already expended significant funds already on other projects and is considering funding more of them in the future, including rail trail paths and playing fields. Amey has created a power point presentation that highlights the importance of Pegan Hill as a property that should be preserved in an undeveloped state.
Martin wondered if Natick and Dover might consider submitting a joint application for state funding for this project. Henry will ask Town Planner Gino Carlucci whether or not a state application would be feasible, given Dover’s standing as an affluent town with ample open space. Justine will attend the meeting of the Natick OSC on 3/13/14 and Amey will attend the meeting of the Natick Con Com on 3/20/14 to discuss the Pegan Hill project. 

E. Dover Land Conservation Trust (DLCT)
The Stone family is considering making a gift of land to the DLCT on Centre Street. A survey is in process.

F. Upper Charles Conservation Land Trust (Upper Charles)
Justine noted that Upper Charles is a regional land trust that has Board Members from 
8 towns in the Upper Charles River Valley (Dover, Holliston, Hopkinton, Medfield, Medway, Millis, Natick, and Sherborn).She has been the Executive Directors for many years.  Upper Charles tends to take on projects that involve many towns.  Specifically, Upper Charles has worked since 2002 on the preservation of the 286 acres of land at the former Medfield State Hospital.  Upper Charles has collaborated with town officials, state agencies, TTOR, the Norfolk Hunt, and many other citizen groups on this project.
Yesterday, the Medfield Town Meeting voted to acquire 134 acres of the core campus land and buildings for $3.1million.   A town election on 3/31 must also vote to approve the acquisition in order to make the deal binding. The remainder of the land (115 acres) will be transferred to state agencies, mainly to the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  Another 37 acres of former hospital land in Dover has already been purchased by the Dover-Sherborn Regional Schools.   The disposition of the former Medfield State Hospital took over 12 years to complete.  Many other proposals for the property were defeated, including the construction of over 400 units of housing, the construction of a power plant on the Charles River, and the creation of a private golf course. 
Another project (in progress since 1996) is the completion of a 27mile circular recreational trail in the towns of Holliston, Hopkinton, Milford, and Sherborn (partially constructed) and in Ashland and Framingham (scant progress thus far).  More information about this rail trail conversion is available at www.uppercharles.org.
Regarding Upper Charles’ presence in Dover, Justine and Ken Soderholm (Upper Charles Board Member and Natick resident) will attend the Natick OSC meeting on 3/13 to discuss the Pegan Hill project. Upper Charles also works with the Norfolk Hunt to protect open spaces in Dover and Medfield.


G.  Norfolk Hunt Club
Amey promoted the activities of the Hunt, especially the “Grounds for Celebration” event on 5/22.

IV. Board of Health (BOH) 
A. Tobacco Regulations
 Barbara reported that new tobacco regulations had been issued by the BOH preventing the sale of tobacco products (including e cigarettes) to people under the age of 21 in Dover.  Jim asked Barbara whether sales personnel of tobacco products had to be at least 21 years old. He had reviewed the new regulations and was not able to find this underage sale provision.  Barbara agreed to review the situation with the BOH. 
B. Lyme Disease Committee
This committee has decided on keeping its current name that is very visible to the general public (as opposed to becoming the “Tick Borne Illness” Committee). 
C. Well Water Regulations
Barbara reported that the BOH will be updating the town’s well water regulations soon.
D. Deer Cull Program
A review of this year’s results was sent to the BOS on January 22,2014 and will be published in the 2013 Town Report.
E. Norfolk Mosquito Control District
Barbara noted that TTOR will no longer permit spraying for mosquitoes on its properties in Dover.  OSC members wondered if this is a statewide policy or a local policy that only affects TTOR properties in Dover.  Barbara will contact TTOR’s Mike Francis to clarify this matter.  The BOH also permits individual private landowners to opt out of the spraying program.


V. Con Com
Candace is optimistic that there will be one or more footbridges at Wylde Woods in the near term. Bids are currently being solicited. Also, the Con Com is seeking $25k from the Dover Town Meeting to begin to replenish its land acquisition and stewardship fund. This fund was used this past year to “seed” the public/private partnership that enabled  the Dover Con Com to acquire the Brodie property, an eight acre parcel of land on Dedham Street.

VI. Planning Board (PB)
Henry noted that the PB will be sponsoring a zoning article regarding where a medical marijuana facility could be placed in Dover.  There are also zoning issues regarding the construction of a cell tower in Medfield near the Dover-Sherborn Regional High School.  Henry also discussed a zoning matter on Farm Street that involves whether or not a private driveway was at one time a public way.  

VII. Parks and Rec
Given Eric’s absence, Jim noted that Parks and Rec is considering the reconfiguration of playing fields at Caryl Park.  There is also a dispute between Parks and Rec and the Historical Commission as to whether or not dugouts will be constructed on the ball field in back of the Caryl Parsonage.  

IX. Board of Selectmen
A. Recreational Rail Trail
Given Kate’s absence, Jim noted that the BOS is still waiting for the final report from this group.
B. Tax Taken Land on Grand Hill
Amey wondered whether or not the town has yet taken land on Grand Hill Road because of the failure to pay property taxes by its owner.  Amey said that the land provides important trail networks.  Jim will research the matter and get back to Amey.
C. Road Salt/Brine Committee
Jim reported that the BOS has asked the Highway Superintendent (Craig Hughes) to research whether or not road salt on Dover’s roads should be replaced by brine.  This subject was of intense interest to many of the OSC members.  Some said that their private wells had been contaminated by road salt.  Some expressed an interest in prohibiting road salt and using mainly sand, as appears to be the case in Sherborn.  Jim said that there’s always a tradeoff between driving safety on roadways and health concerns regarding salt being in water supplies.  Henry cited a report saying that drivers learn to drive more slowly (and are still safe) if salt is prohibited. Some OSC members urged Jim to create a committee to research this matter more thoroughly.

The next OSC Committee will occur on Tuesday April 1, 2014. Amey adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Justine Kent-Uritam
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