Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2014 

Members Present:  Candace McCann, Kate Faulkner, Tim Holiner, John Sullivan, Amey Moot and David Stapleton, Associate Member Larry Clawson, Agent George Giunta.   Absent:  Commission member, John Sheehan.  

Continued Notice of Intent

144-724 – Lot 3, Claybrook Road – proposed driveway to single family home – Scott Goddard, Goddard Consulting requested by email a continuance to the next hearing on 2.12.14.  The Commission granted the continuance.

144-722 – 6 Old Meadow Road, Charles River School –walkway, viewing platforms

Present for the Charles River School:  Alison Richardson, Landscape Architect from Brown Richardson & Rowe, David Dean, Charles River School, Stephen Garvin from Samiotes  Consultants, Mary Rimmer from Rimmer Environmental Consulting.

Stephen Garvin presented a revised plan dated 1.13.14 showing Grass Protecta Mat to replace gravel walkways which will connect to proposed elevated wood deck boardwalks with ½” spacing.  Helical piles will be used for the two viewing platforms, also deck with ½” spacing.  The applicant proposes 10 ft of invasive species removal on each side of the entry path, to be replaced by 6 ft of native plants.  In addition, a proposed 1,070 sq ft of transitional replication area that would likely be filled with blueberry and silky dogwood.   The Commission specified the replication area should blend in with existing conditions.   In addition, they requested herbicide specifics for the invasive species removal.  

There was discussion regarding any changes in school curriculum and how that would impact maintenance of the walkways.  Charles River School stated they have used the same curriculum for 21 years, and this will only enhance the science program.  It was suggested as a condition of approval on the final order, that if removed from the curriculum, the walkway be removed and the area restored to its original state.    

Charles River School believes the walkway will be a more confined use for students as it will protect the resource area from students walking further off the path.  They said this is an area that is currently used.  

The Commission feels they would benefit from a site walk in the spring when the ground is not frozen and snow covered.  They would like detail on invasive species methods and also suggested investigation of different materials for boardwalk due to the shade impact.

The applicant requested to continue the hearing to April 30, 2014 and the Commission granted the request. 

Discussion

Chapter 181 – Bylaw revision discussion
Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to approve final revisions to bylaw.



Conservation land information
There was discussion of possible lands in Dover that may be of interest to the Commission should the Town wish to acquire them.    

Miscellaneous 
Agent’s Report 
 Agent Giunta informed the Commission of a propane tank installed 10 ft from a brook at 61 Pleasant Street, without a permit.  The tank must be moved.  He is meeting with the Fire Inspector at the site this Friday, January 24th.  

Agent Giunta stated the final count as 42 for the deer harvest this hunting season. 

Motion made, seconded and unanimously voted to approve Minutes 12-11-13.

Signatures
Commission signed payroll.    

Adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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