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DOVER OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
MINUTES
Tuesday, October 28th, 2014 at 7:30 PM
Lower Conference Room, Dover Town House
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members present:  Amey Moot, Chair; Justine Kent-Uritam; Carol Lisbon (Liaison, Board of Selectmen), Eric Loeffler; Boynton Glidden; Barbara Roth-Schechter; Mark Bush; Candace McCann
Absent: Henry Faulkner, Dick Wood, Paul Wood, Jerry Arnold (Liaison, Long Range Planning)
The meeting was called to order  at 7:35 pm with a quorum present.
Barbara moved that we accept last month’s minutes.  Mark seconded.  After a vote, the minutes were accepted.
Justine donated a remarkable 1934 trail map of Dover and its environs to the Town of Dover.  Carol Lisbon, on behalf of the BOS, accepted the gift.   Members expressed an interest in seeing the map framed and hung in the Town House for everyone to enjoy.
Updates:
Hale Reservation, in conjunction with TTOR, will be hosting an informal, long hike on November 15, 2014, stretching from Hale’s Sen Ki (1255 High Street, Westwood) to TTOR’s Rocky Woods Reservation (Hartford Street, Medfield).  There will be opportunities for people to join for a segment of the walk or do the walk in its entirety.
TTOR is now hosting monthly volunteer lunches.  Anyone is welcome to join.
The fund to acquire critical lands at the top of Pegan Hill is growing, currently approximately $3.5 million.
DLCT held its annual meeting last month.  They are moving to engage paid staff to help manage their varied responsibilities.  Their immediate focus is on identifying properties and titles.  The bog bridges in Bartlett Pines are now completed.
The Norfolk Hunt Club reports another successful season.  There is scheduled a Veterans Day Hunt, beginning at the top of Pegan Hill.  The Thanksgiving Day Hunt begins at North Street at 9 am. Public is welcome to come to see them off.
Barbara reported that the Board of Health’s well regulations are in final revisions.  Once reviewed and passed by Town Counsel, they will be posted on the town website.
October 20 marked the beginning of the deer bow hunting season.  Sundays are still a no-hunting day, a measure waiting for action at the state level.
The Board of Health has initiated a hydrology study for the town.   It was suggested that a general name be used, e.g. Hydrology Study Committee, to reflect the BOH’s primary focus on water “quantity.”   Carol reported that Colonial Water is scheduled to appear before the BOS on Dec. 3.
Candace shared that Conservation Commission welcomes any help monitoring conservation lands in town.  Justine has worked closely with Karen McTavish in the past, assembling the list of conservation restrictions and deeded conservation properties.
Eric reported that Parks ‘n Rec has a new commissioner, Valerie Lin.  In addition, the new point well at Caryl Park has been drilled to provide irrigation for the soccer fields there.
Carol gave an update on the proposed cell tower at Dover Sherborn Regional Schools.   Apparently, there is language in the original gift of thirty-seven acres from the state to the Regional School that, if the land is used for anything other than school purposes, it will revert back to state ownership.  Town Counsel  is now reviewing the matter because the proposed tower is slated to be placed on that particular parcel.   Secondly, while some parents have expressed concern about radiation levels at the schools, Eric received an interesting email from a telecommunications expert who claims that the close proximity of cell towers actually lowers any radiation danger because hand-held devices do not need to work so hard to effect connections.
Justine moved and Mark seconded a unanimous motion to accept Amey’s letter to the BOS, citing the conservation value of three foreclosed properties on Grand Hill Avenue.
Reminder:  the vote on 46 Springdale will be November 4, 2014.  There are over two dozen townspeople interested in serving on the ad hoc committee to assess possible uses for the land at 46 Springdale.  The BOS has put together a questionnaire for interested parties.  They will then interview the candidates and select 7-9 members.  It is hoped that the Land Use Committee will be functional by Thanksgiving.  The BOS has created a factual, impartial handout about the possible acquisition of 46 Springdale to be available for voters standing in line on November 4.
There was a brief discussion about updating the Newcomers handout that was given to new residents in years past.  Open Space members mused about best way to reach new residents, e.g. timing, format.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.π
Respectfully submitted,
Candace McCann
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