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Dover Open Space Committee
February 4th, 2014
Minutes of Meeting at the Dover Town House
 
In attendance : Amey Moot, Jane Brace, Kate Cannie, Justine Kent-Uritam, Candace McCann,  Mark Bush, Henry Faulkner, Boynton Glidden, and Eric Loeffler
Absent: Barbara Roth-Schechter, Jerry Arnold, and Jim Dawley
 
Amey called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M.
 
I. Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes of the last meeting (January 7, 2014) were unanimously approved.
 
II. Amey noted that we are still looking for an additional member, suggestions welcome. We would like to find a younger person who would have connections with the next generation, but several people have turned down the invitation to join because they have young children and cannot get attend in the evening.  Amey suggested that Justine ask Dick Wood, who has indicated a willingness to join.

III. Amey solicited updates from relevant organizations and boards as follows:

( A.) Open Space Committee --

1.)OSC Public Walks: Boynton said he would lead a nature/bird watching walk in the spring.  Boynton mentioned that Park & Rec puts out a colorful flyer announcing their spring activities, and it would be nice if we could get our notices into it.  Eric said he would bring it up at the Park & Rec meeting the following morning.

2.) Landowner Outreach: Justine mentioned that there have been a lot of properties sold recently and she is updating her landowner list.  Jane said that land for development has been selling, but high-end houses have not been moving, and prices are moving down.

3.) Cell Tower near the Regional Schools: Amey said that Jim had told her that the Regional Schools may reconsider having a cell tower on their property.  Henry said that they might need to move quickly because Bay Associates, working with AT&T, that is proposing a cell tower off Junction Street, will be putting a formal application into the Planning Board soon.

4.) Trustees of Reservations: Candace reported that construction of the TTOR parking lot on Powisset Street has resumed and is well along. Amey said she attended a presentation by LandVest to TTOR in regard to property for sale on the top of Pegan Hill.  A member of the Natick Conservation Commission attended, so they are in the loop. They have a substantial fund, which can be spent at their discretion, but they are unlikely to want to spend all of it on this project.  

5.) Dover Land Conservation Trust: Boyton said the Stone land gift is moving along as planned.

[bookmark: _GoBack]( B. ) Board of Health :
 1.)	Kate reported that the Lyme Disease Committee has been renamed the Tick Borne Illness Committtee, in an effort to raise awareness that other tick borne illnesses are common. 
2.) Kate also advised that legislation to permit hunting on Sunday is pending in the State Legislature. 
3.) Kate also reported that the BOH has a new administrative assistant, Karen Hayett.
 
 ( C. ) Conservation Commission :
 1.) Candace reported that George Guinta is preparing a new request for bids for the wetlands crossing in Wylde ‘Woods, based on a design for a crossing in DLCT’s Bartlett Pines property.  In this design, the walkway is supported by PVC pipes laid in the wetlands, which causes minimal disturbance or resistance to flow. 
2.) Candace said that the Con Com has an article in the Town Meeting Warrant for funds to begin replenishing their fund for land acquistion, which was entirely used up on the Brodie property project last year. 
3.)	Candace described the clearing work the Con Com has had done by a tree company on the west side of the large field on Haven Street.  The trees had hung over and encroached on the field and now it is possible to walk and mow right up to the trunks of the trees.   

 ( D.) Planning Board :
 1.) Henry said the proponents of the proposed cell tower, off Junction Street near the Regional Schools, had another informal presentation before the Planning Board. This site would be accessed via Evergreen Street in Medfield.
2.)	The attorney for the owner of several lots at 33 Farm Street came before the Planning Board and claimed that the right-of-way used to access the Hughes property is actually a Town Way and can provide frontage for a parcel he wishes to develop which otherwise has no frontage.  The Board’s previous position, confirmed on several occasions, has been that this right-of-way does not qualify for frontage. The matter is ongoing. 

 ( E. ) Parks and Recreation :
 1.)	Eric said that matters currently under discussion are the budget and the spring schedule.  He said there was no mention of any proposals for new fields, as was proposed last year.

( F. ) Board of Selectmen :
1.) Recreational Rail Trail: Kate reported that the Rail Trail Committee is preparing a final draft of the Feasibility Study, which will likely be submitted to the Selectmen at a meeting on February 24 or soon thereafter. The draft contains copies of all the information that the Committee has gathered, so that in the event the proposal is revived, all that information will be readily available.  After that the Committee will probably be disbanded.

IV. Other Business
	
Justine said that the SJC decision in Hawley, MA versus NEFF, real estate tax on non-profit holdings, has not yet come down.

Justine invited anyone to carpool with her and Amey to the 2014 Land Conservation Conference (http://www.massland.org/conference) in Worcester on March 22.

After discussion, the next meeting was rescheduled to Tuesday, March 11 at 7:30pm in the Town House. 


There being no further business before the Committee, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
 
Respectively submitted,
 
Henry Faulkner



3

