Dover Open Space Committee
January 7th, 2014
Minutes of Meeting at the Dover Town House
 
In attendance : Amey Moot, Jane Brace, Kate Cannie, Justine Kent-Uritam, Candace McCann, Jim Dawley, Mark Bush, Henry Faulkner, and Boynton Glidden.
Absent: Barbara Roth-Schechter, Jerry Arnold, and Eric Loeffler.
 
Amey called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the minutes of the last meeting (December 3rd, 2013) were unanimously approved.
 
Amey welcomed new member Mark Bush, a ten year Dover resident, to the committee. Amey also noted that we are still looking for an additional member, suggestions welcome.
 
The draft of 1/2/2014 of the Open Space Committee entry into the 2013 Dover Town Report, previously circulated, was discussed at length. After discussion, the title of section four was agreed upon: Forum for Discussion about Recreation Initiatives - Rail Trail and Artificial Turf Fields. Upon motion duly made and seconded, this draft report was unanimously approved.
 
Amey solicited updates from relevant organizations and boards as follows:
( A.) Open Space Committee --
 1.) Public walks (or XC skis?) to continue – ask to publicize on Park & Rec site too
 2.) Landowner outreach letters to encourage conservation restrictions / gifts of open land will continue once per year (~April). Justine heads up this effort.
3.)	Amey encouraged that the OSC be given notice of any land takings by the Town in payment for back taxes. There may be potential trails or conservation value.
4.) Potential sale of the property on the top of Pegan Hill is attracting attention. This land consists of about 46 acres in three properties. About 16 acres in a Natick property is not protected by conservation restrictions (CR) but can only be accessed by Dover’s Pegan Lane, a private way. DLCT holds CRs on about 25 of 30 acres in two properties, mostly in Dover. The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR), along with DLCT, are actively pursuing the preservation options. 
5.) Dover Land Conservation Trust (DLTC). Henry and Boynton reported that the DLTC has gratefully accepted the Stone family's generous gift of approx. 7+ acres of their land off Centre Street. This abuts the 10 acres previously donated to the DLTC. It abuts the northern end of Wylde Woods and the ‘Sawyer Trail’, named in honor of Henry Sawyer Stone, connects to those in Wylde Woods. This is truly a remarkable property and a very generous gift by long time Dover residents.
6.)	Amey reported that the Norfolk Hunt is planning its bi-annual "Grounds for Celebration" dinner gala for May 22, 2014. This is an important fundraising event which helps pay the real estate taxes on ~200 acres (~100 in Dover) and maintain the fields and trails used by walkers and riders, from the Norfolk Hunt and many others.
7.) The Trustees of Reservations is still experiencing delays in starting their parking lot off Powisset Street per Justine. Renovations in the Powisset barn are due to be completed by this spring. Solar panels generating ~37 KW were installed at Powisset by SolarCity to save on costs and make the farm carbon neutral.

( B. ) Board of Health :
 1.)	Kate advised that ~37 White Tailed Deer had been culled by the Board of Health approved bow hunters. This was for the 2013 hunting season.
 2.) Kate also advised that the Board of Health was supporting efforts by others to have the Massachusetts Legislature permit hunting on Sunday. Currently no hunting is permitted on Sunday in Massachusetts. At the earliest, if passed, the new law would not be in effect until the 2015 season.
3.)	The Lyme Disease Committee (LDC) has identified 7-8 properties to conduct a study with a Brandeis professor on tick populations in fenced (non-deer) versus open (deer accessible) environments.
4.)	On January 8th, Barbara is speaking at a regional meeting discussing Dover’s tick-borne disease prevention measures (deer cull, research studies, outreach, etc.).
 
 ( C. ) Conservation Commission :
 1.) Candace reported that the signs and trail marking of the Wyde Woods is proceeding and should be complete by this spring. Jerry, by memo, suggests a late spring walk through, with interested parties, to view these signs.
 2.) Jerry also advised Amey, by memo, that we can prepare a rough draft of the map with the new trail names in May. Thereby, we may be ready to have such a map ready for public viewing by September. How and where this map will be available for viewing remains a topic for conversation. 
3.)	Jerry suggested it would be prudent for the Con Com to do the work on the bog bridges before September, so these may become a part of the mapped system.  He has left a message with George Giunta but additional follow-up may be needed.

 ( D.) Planning Board :
 1.) Henry said the proposed cell tower, off Junction Street near the Regional Schools, is to be of the "fake tree" variety and not much higher than the existing canopy. Others on the committee cautioned about how these towers may appear small, but actually are quite a bit taller than expected when built. Questions were raised about whether Tmobile was abiding by the terms of their cell tower approved agreements on the power lines.
2.)	Jim described a offering memorandum on an approximately 17 acre property off Junction Street next to the regional high school. The memorandum would only be attractive to developers for many units. This would be accessed via Evergreen Street in Medfield.

 ( E. ) Board of Selectmen :
 1.)	Jim described negotiations with NSTAR Electric to be ongoing and productive in reference to brush and tree cutting. It is important to remember that electricity is vital and not to get into an adversarial relationship with NSTAR, if possible.
2.)	Jim advised of ongoing discussions with the Dover Historical Society in reference to the proposed construction of dugouts at the Little League ball field off Dedham Street.
3.)	Kate remarked that limited progress was being made on the Rail Trail Study report, but the draft report would be submitted to the Selectmen in due course.
 
Justine suggested OSC members might keep an eye out for the MA SJC decision on the Hawley, MA case versus NEFF concerning taxation of property owned by non-profits.

There being no further business before the Committee, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 P.M.
 
Respectively submitted,
 
Boynton Glidden

