[Type text]
[Type text]
[Type text]

Dover Open Space Committee

Minutes

October 7, 2014


Attendance:  Amey Moot (Chair), Mark Bush, Boynton Glidden, Justine Kent-Uritam, Candace McCann, Carol Lisbon (Liaison, Board of Selectmen), Dick Wood and Paul Wood (invited guest).  Absent:  Barbara Roth-Schechter, Henry Faulkner, Eric Loeffler, and Jerry Arnold (Liason, Long Range Planning). 

Amey opened the meeting at 7:30 pm.  Minutes of the September 2 meeting were approved unanimously.

Paul Wood was introduced as a potential new member of the OSC and was welcomed by committee members.

Dover Days/Public Walks

The OSC table at Dover Days was manned by Boynton, Justine and Amey.  They believe they convinced some folks to attend the Special Town Meeting.  A long (8-10 miles) walk is planned for November 15.  It will start in Hale Reservation, go through Noanet and Powissett Farms and end in Rocky Woods.

Landowner Outreach

Justine is waiting to contact landowners until after the November election.

Hale Reservation

Hale has bibs for the Boston Marathon if potential runners want to raise money for the reservation in the race.

Trustees of Reservations

The new parking lot in Noanet is proving very popular, sometimes filling to capacity on weekends.  When the lot is full, additional visitors are urged to visit Powisset Farm or Rocky Woods instead.  The Pegan Hill project is “still plugging along” according to Amey.  There are plans to approach Fidelity Foundation for a grant.

Dover Land Conservation Trust

The DLCT Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 26 at 5 pm at 18 Walpole Street.  There have been no new developments related to the Stone gift.

Upper Charles Land Conservation Trust

Justine reported that the organization is dealing with beaver damage at a couple of properties.

Norfolk Hunt Club

The new season is underway.  Hunts will be conducted on most Tuesdays and Saturdays, as well as holidays.  A Veterans Day hunt is planned for Pegan Hill.

Board of Health

No report due to Barbara's absence.

Conservation Commission

The bridge work has been completed at Wylde Woods.  They are still working on signage.  The parking area off Centre Street has been paved.

Planning Board/Park and Rec

No reports from these departments.

Board of Selectmen-Carol

The Friends of the Rail Trail has raised $35,000.  It is not known whether that sum is enough to fund an engineering study.

The Town foreclosed in September on a 6.5 acre property on Grand Hill.  This lot would provide a link to DLCT property on Miller Hill.

An RFP has gone out related to the proposed cell tower in the vicinity of the High School.  Sites 850 ft. and 1,200 ft. from the school are being considered.  It was pointed out that the developers would have an option to locate the tower on private land 650 ft. from the school.

The Town Meeting called to discuss 46 Springdale was a success.  Folks are urged to contact friends to support the pro-acquisition measure in the November 4 election.  Carol said more than two dozen people, a surprisingly large number, have expressed interest in serving on the committee that would review possible uses of the property should the Town purchase it.

The Town has 30 days to exercise its right of first refusal on the purchase of 39 Farm St under Ch 61B.  Carol asked for a recommendation from the OSC.  Upon a motion from Justine, seconded by Candace, it was:

VOTED unanimously to recommend to the Board of Selectmen that the Town not exercise its right of first refusal to acquire 39 Farm Street.

Carol noted that there are many more properties that the Town could acquire under Ch 61.  She said a formal process is needed to guide decision-making in such matters.  This procedure should include input from the OSC, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Planning Board, Park and Rec and other interested parties.

Carol added that Colonial Water Co. will appear on the Selectmen's agenda soon.  Interested parties will receive prior notice.

Amey adjourned the meeting at 9:10 pm

Respectfully submitted by,

Richard Wood

