Board of Fire Engineers
Town of Dover Fire Department
Minutes
Wednesday, October 7, 2014

Dover Fire Station
One Walpole Street
Dover, MA. 02030

Attendees:		Engineers John Sugden, Ford Spalding & Peter Smith

Department Officers:	Chief John M. Hughes III & Deputy Chief Craig Hughes

Also Present:	Geoff Merrill, Warrant Committee & Don Vaughan, President, Colonial Water Company

The Board of Fire Engineers held its monthly meeting in the Fire Department Meeting Room at 5:30 PM.

The Board reviewed and approved the Minutes of September 3, 2014.

The Board reviewed and approved the Department expenditures for the month of September 2014.

The Officers Report:

1) The Big Squad 2 is in service. 
2) Over the weekend there were two chimney fires and the Ladder Truck was extremely effective and provides safety for the personnel.
3) Training for the personnel under the leadership of Captain Richard Powers has been very effective and well done.
4) The Deputy met with Police Chief McGowan to discuss the town’s protocol for a bomb threat.  The Police will assume command.  Two fire trucks and the ambulance will be deployed.  
5) The Department has added 7 new firefighters and 6 new EMT’s during the past year.  
6) The Open House held on October 5 was well attended.  On behalf of the Board, John Sugdan complemented the men & woman of the Department on their participation and friendly professional attention to the attending citizens.  
7) [bookmark: _GoBack]The Deputy brought to our attention changes to Mass General Laws Chapter 32B, Secton 73 dealing with an added Section 9C ½ proposing that a surviving spouse/dependent of a firefighter killed in the line of duty would be entitled to health & dental insurance at the recipients 100% cost.  This change must be accepted by a vote of the Town Meeting.  Ford Spalding will brief the Board on the existing benefits for our Department personnel at a future meeting.

Mr. Don Vaughan responded to the Board of Fire Engineers request for finding a solution to provide adequate water recourses to fight fires in the center of town.  This request was made on September 6, 2011.  They have drafted initial plans to provide a 50’ high 400,000 gallon storage tank on Francis Street at an estimated cost of $1m.  The cost includes pumps, pipes and other required enhancements to provide approximately 2,500 gallons per minute.  The water will be part of the Colonial Water system and is potable. 

The Board requested a letter explaining the proposed plan.   Ford Spalding believes that this should be part of a town wide comprehensive water supply study.  The Board & Officers expressed their appreciation for the meeting and expressed condolences for the loss of Colonial Waters employee and friend to the town, Rich Heffron.

Deputy Craig Hughes Presented the Departments Capital Budget report and requests for FY 2016.  The Fire Department has no requests for FY 2016.  Ambulance is requesting $19, 949 (State Bid List) for a Powered Ambulance Stretcher.  After discussion and a review of the information the Board voted to approve the Report and request.

The meeting adjourned at 6:25PM.

Next meeting November 10, 2014. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Ford Spalding, Clerk
 


