					Lyme Disease Committee
of the
Board of Health
Dover, MA

Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2014
9:00 AM


Present:	Barbara Roth-Schechter, George Giunta, Mary Hable, Matt Schmid, Tim Holiner

Absent:	Mike Francis, Jay Walsh, Phil Trotter, Jim Palmer, Steve Kruskall, Kate Cannie


1. Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
· Minutes of the January 23, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved.
2. Agenda
· Barbara will take on the responsibility of creating meeting agendas for the near future.  Items for the agendas will come from issues raised at LDC meetings along with input from members via email.

· New email system – doverma.org.   All town-related emails need to be archived and discoverable.  LDC has not been specifically told to only use doverma.org.
3. Sunday Hunting
· Members have sent out their letters in support of Sunday Hunting.  
· The Bill (714) remains in the House Ways and Means Committee.   
4. DPH Intern Project
· The intern will do research under the guidance of the committee.   
· There was a discussion about the criteria to use for the study, designed to determine if there is a measurable difference in the density of ticks in an enclosed wooded edge habitat over a to-be defined period of years versus the density of ticks in open habitat.  Under consideration is the size of the space and number of spaces in Dover, which must be comparable and large enough for the data to be credible.  No consensus was reached.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It was agreed that as a next step a committee member will contact each property owner to get permission to come onto the property and see if it will be suitable for the study. 
5. Awareness Campaign Planning
· Barbara will send updated information along with tick cards to the school nurse for distribution around spring vacation, before students begin to spend a lot of time outdoors.
· Tim will design a leaflet for a mass mailing to go out in early spring. 
· The ultimate aim of the campaign is to raise public awareness about the risk of Lyme and other tick-borne diseases. 
· The Lyme Disease Committee has good name recognition.  People are very aware of Lyme disease and seek treatment.  The committee does not want to confuse the public or weaken its message and may leave its name as is, at least for now. A final decision is targeted to be made at the next meeting when all (or most) LDC members will be present. 
6. DMP Planning
· The hunters who participated in the program during the 2013 season will be invited to attend an evening meeting to be held in early June.  The purpose of the meeting is to get direct feedback from the hunters on the deer management program.  The Committee hopes to learn what problems occur in the field and what modifications may be helpful to the program going forward.
· Barbara and George will attend a workshop on May 5 at the Sudbury Valley Trustees site on deer management and the impact programs have on the deer herd.
7. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Hayett, Administrative Assistant



