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MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
SEPTEMBER 3, 2014

At 7:30 p.m., Chair Carol Lisbon called the meeting to order with members James P. Dawley, Jr. and Robyn Hunter present.  Also present was David W. Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator.
ATTENDANCE:  Jim Snyder, 46 Springdale Avenue; Bill Pezzoni, Attorney for Jim Snyder; Jane Remsen; Boynton Glidden; Kate Cannie; Henry Faulkner;  Candace McCann; Barbara Roth-Schechter; Lesley Blanchard; Mary Powers; David Powers; Tom Meurer; Howard Fisher; Amey Moot; Justine Kent-Uritam; Felicia Hoffman; Mark Sarro; Geoffrey Merrill; Kathleen Gill-Body; Rich Forte; Brooks Gernerd; Douglass Lawrence; James Stuart; John Cone;  Ellie Herd; Audrey Galvin; Karen Kettererer; Matt Taylor; Karen McKoy; Tom Leary; Fred Sears; Sarah Helwig; Charlie Helwig; Mercedes Grandin; Jim Repetti; Ford Spalding; Chip Spalding; Dave Stapleton; Vishnu Shukla; Savita Shukla; Janet Comiskey-Giannini; Joan King; Ken King; Kate Bush; Mark Bush; Will Schulz; Betsy Breziner; Gavin Koo; David Billings; Lesley Blanchard; Maxwell Morton; Marc Ahdab; Kathleen McMorrow; Andy Waugh; Bob Springett; Rodney Petersen; Ed Dennison; Matthew Stover; Brad Ozerdem; Bill Clark, IT Department.

PRESS:  Maureen Sullivan, Dover-Sherborn Press

Open Hearing on Right of First Refusal to Purchase 46 Springdale Avenue Pursuant to MGL C. 61A
Mrs. Lisbon noted that reports from all consultants, boards and committees involved in this process have been received.  Mrs. Lisbon thanked everyone involved for their exceptional teamwork and for focusing on the issues at hand in such a short timeframe. She stated that the Board of Selectmen, after receiving input from the various boards and the public, voted at its meeting on July 21st to proceed with the execution of the right of first refusal. All committees involved will summarize their findings tonight.  All presentations and reports are available on the www.doverma.org website.

Mr. Dawley spoke regarding a lawsuit brought by Mr. Foster to reverse the actions of the Board of Selectmen and stop the process related to 46 Springdale Avenue.  Town Counsel has opined that there is no merit to this and that it is a nuisance lawsuit.  Town Counsel has assured us that the process of actions regarding 46 Springdale Avenue is lawful and BOS will vigorously defend those actions.  The Board of Selectmen feels that Town Counsel has served the Town well, and will continue to do so.

The reports from various boards and committees were presented:  All reports have been posted to the website on the 46 Springdale Avenue page.

Candace McCann, chair of the Conservation Commission, summarized the reasons for the committee’s recommendation to acquire the property: It is a critical wildlife habitat, represents an open field habitat that is disappearing in Dover, may impact the water table, and connects to an extensive trail network.

The Planning Board report was summarized by Jane Remsen. She stated that there is no alternative access to the back lot without the front lot.  The Planning Board’s recommendation for the number of building lots depends upon various scenarios: 1. An Approval Not Required (ANR) scenario which would create two building lots – with one house on each lot; 2.  A conventional subdivision process would require a loop road.  The Planning Board feels that could occur – or a dead-end road waiver could be applied for which would allow for a maximum of 10 building lots.  

The Open Space Committee report was summarized by Amey Moot:
The Committee recommends that the Board of Selectmen exercise the right to purchase the 46 Springdale Avenue property since there are key environmental benefits to be gained from the purchase.  There is concern about the water supply, and the adverse effects of the planned 40B on wildlife and wetlands.  The Committee is concerned about the entrance to the property due to an estimate of perhaps as many as 80 car trips on the access road which could create disturbances and contamination to nearby wetlands.  Additional benefits are that the property provides passive recreation opportunities.

The Board of Health report was summarized by Chair Dr. Barbara Roth-Schechter:
The assessment was based on available information.  The Septic system would be right in the center of the property.  This is in a nitrogen sensitive area and would require a special system.  It appears that there is sufficient water for 90 bedrooms, roughly equating to 9,000 gallons per day of flow. 

Mrs. Hunter made a presentation on the projected financial impacts of the purchase of the property.  She stated that the cost to taxpayers for entering into temporary bond financing for the first two years (during which interest only is paid) using the median house estimate of $833,000 would be $19.33 per year.  She also made clear the implications of both an affirmative vote and a negative vote on the Town’s ability to decide the future use of the property.  

Mr. Stuart spoke on behalf of the Warrant Committee and prefaced his remarks by saying that the Committee limited its review to the financial implications of the option to purchase the property.  After summarizing the findings of the Committee, he stated that the Warrant Committee unanimously voted to recommend that the Town purchase the property. 

Mrs. Lisbon stated that if the Town voted to buy the property, there would be a committee formed to determine what should be done with the property.  The ultimate decision would be up to the Town’s citizens through the Town Meeting and Town Election process.  She reminded everyone that the next step was a Special Town Meeting scheduled for September 15th after which, if the Special Town Meeting votes to purchase the property, the Selectmen would schedule a Special Town Election for November 4th at which the Town would vote on whether to exempt the borrowing of funds to finance the purchase from the provisions of Proposition 2 ½. Mrs. Lisbon thanked Mr. Ramsay and Mrs. Pugatch for their efforts in managing the elements of this process over the course of the summer.

Approve May 14, and August 6, 2014 Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Dawley moved to approve the minutes of May 14 as presented, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

Mrs. Hunter moved to approve the minutes of August 6, 2014 as presented, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted.

Adjournment
At 8:50 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.
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