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MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
June 26, 2014

At 6:30 p.m., Chairman Carol Lisbon called the meeting to order with members James P. Dawley, Jr. and Robyn Hunter present.  Also present was David W. Ramsay, Town Administrator.
ATTENDANCE:  Nina L. Pickering-Cook, Town Counsel; Jim Snyder, 46 Springdale Avenue; Bill Pezzoni, Attorney for Jim Snyder; Jane Remsen; Boynton Glidden; Kate Cannie; Henry Faulkner; Jane Brace; Tim Holiner; Candace McCann; Barbara Roth-Schechter; Joe Musto; Lesley Blanchard; Mary Powers; Richard Powers; Tom Meurer; Howard Fisher; Robert Bunn; Amey Moot; Justine Kent-Uritam; Doug Novitch; Robert Pettit; Craig Rafter; Mark Howe; Bill Clark, IT Department.

PRESS:  Jackie Gentile, Dover-Sherborn Press

Update on Right of First Refusal to Purchase 46 Springdale Avenue Pursuant to MGL C. 61A
Mrs. Lisbon noted that reports from all consultants, boards and committees involved in this process have been received.  Mrs. Lisbon thanked everyone involved for their exceptional teamwork and for focusing on the issues at hand in such a short timeframe.  All committees involved will summarize their findings tonight.  All presentations and reports are available on the front page of the doverma.org website.

Mr. Dawley spoke regarding a lawsuit brought by Mr. Foster to reverse the actions of the Board of Selectmen and stop the process regarding 46 Springdale Avenue.  Town Counsel has opined that there is no merit to this and that it is a nuisance lawsuit.  Town Counsel has assured us that the process of actions regarding 46 Springdale Avenue is lawful and BOS will vigorously defend those actions.  The Board of Selectmen feels that Town Counsel has served the Town well, and will continue to do so.

Mrs. Hunter stated that the cost to taxpayers for entering into temporary bond financing for the first two years (during which interest only is paid) using the median house estimate of $833,000 would be $19.33 per year.  Additional financial information is being developed.

The reports from various boards and committees were presented:  All reports have been posted to the website on the 46 Springdale Avenue page.

Paul McManus of EcoTech presented findings of his ecological assessment for the Conservation Commission.  It was determined that access other than by the existing driveway to the rear 24 acres would be a concern, due to wetlands.  There are streams on this property; various insects and species were found indicating a vernal pool.  The forest habitat is fairly common in Dover.  The field habitat is very interesting ecologically.  There would be active maintenance required to manage the property. 

Candace McCann, chair of the Conservation Commission, summarized the reasons for the committee’s recommendation to acquire the property: it is a critical wildlife habitat, represents an open field habitat that is disappearing in Dover, may impact the water table, and connects to an extensive trail network.

The Board of Health report was summarized by Chair Barbara Roth-Schechter:
The assessment was based on available information.  The Septic system would be right in the center of the property.  This is in a nitrogen sensitive area and would require a special system.  It appears that there is sufficient water for 90 bedrooms, roughly equating to 9,000 gallons per day of flow.  

The Open Space Committee report was summarized by Amey Moot:
The Committee recommends that the Board of Selectmen exercise the right to purchase the 46 Springdale Avenue property since there are key environmental benefits to be gained from the purchase.  There is concern about the water supply, and the adverse effects of the planned 40B on wildlife and wetlands.  The Committee is concerned about the entrance to the property due to an estimate of perhaps as many as 80 car trips on the access road which could create disturbances and contamination to nearby wetlands.  Additional benefits are that the property provides passive recreation opportunities.

Mrs. Lisbon stated that if the Town voted to buy the property, there would be a committee formed to determine what should be done with the property.  The ultimate decision would be up to the Town’s citizens through the Town Meeting process. 

The Planning Board report was summarized by Jane Remsen. She stated that there is no alternative access to the back lot without the front lot.  The Planning Board’s recommendation for the number of building lots depends upon various scenarios: 1. an Approval Not Required (ANR) scenario which would create two building lots – with one house on each lot; 2.  A conventional subdivision process would require a loop road.  The Planning Board feels that could occur – or a dead-end road waiver could be applied for which would allow for a maximum of 10 building lots.  

Mrs. Lisbon summarized the presentations and stated that the boards and committees would all need to get together and discuss things further.  If the Board of Selectmen voted to proceed with the execution of the right of first refusal on July 21, the timeline would be:  an open hearing on September 3 and a Special Town Meeting would be held on September 15.  Additionally, there would be a written communication which would be sent to all households in lieu of a Blue Book.

Authorize Board of Health FY14 Septic Revolving Fund Increase
Mrs. Lisbon moved to increase the Board of Health Septic Revolving Fund from $40,000 to $53,000, due to an increase in Septic Inspections, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

Other Business:
Special Licenses: 
The Special Licenses presented for approval were:  June 27 at the Connors Center, July 1 at the Connors Center, July 8 at the Connors Center, July 9 at the Connors Center, July 12 at the Connors Center, July 25 at the Connors Center; July 26 at the Connors Center and July 31 at the Connors Center.

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the Special Licenses as delineated, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.
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Reserve Fund Transfer: Selectmen
Mr. Ramsay stated that the Board of Selectmen’s Professional Services Budget requires a transfer in the amount of $10,350 for Phase 2 of due diligence on 46 Springdale and for unpaid taxes for 287 Dedham Street in 2013.  

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the transfer, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously approved.

Reserve Fund Transfer: Solid Waste
Mr. Ramsay presented a transfer in the amount of $7,503.26 due to water quality issues at the Powissett landfill.  Lead was detected, requiring a second round of testing.

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the transfer, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously approved.

Reserve Fund Transfer: Water Department
Mr. Ramsay requested a transfer in the amount of $1,600 for unaccounted water due to a leak in the water system.

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the transfer, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously approved.

Reserve Fund Transfer: Council on Aging
A transfer in the amount of $2,800 due to the reclassification of vendors to employee status per the IRS audit was requested.  

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the transfer, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

Reserve Fund Transfer: Conservation Commission
A transfer was requested in the amount of $6,917 to pay Ecotech for the 46 Springdale Avenue report, as well as for NStar wetlands remediation.

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the transfer, seconded by Mrs. Hunter, it was unanimously voted.

Approve May 21, 2014 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Dawley moved to approve the minutes of May 21 as presented, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

Adjournment
At 8:10 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.
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