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MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
January 7, 2014

At 6:30 p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with members Carol Lisbon and Robyn Hunter present.  Also present were David W. Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator
ATTENDANCE:  Peter McGowan, Chief of Police; John Cone, Warrant Committee

PRESS:  Maureen Sullivan, Dover-Sherborn Press

Police Chief Peter McGowan re: Police Dispatch Reconfiguration Project
Chief McGowan re-presented the dispatch renovation project from four years ago, with refreshed cost estimates.  This project would address myriad concerns for safety, security and privacy in the dispatch area of the Protective Services building.  Costs for the renovation would total approximately $453,000; including putting a temporary dispatch area in the right side garage closest to Walpole Street during construction.  Relocating the dispatch area temporarily in the right garage will allow the public to enter into the front of the building as they are accustomed to doing.  There are between 18 – 22 walk-ins per day at the station.  The timeline for the project would be to go out for bid in February 2015, with a construction start date of April 2015.  It is estimated that construction would take between 6 – 7 months to complete.  

The Board of Selectmen stated their support for the dispatch renovation project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Lisbon reminded the Board that when last presented, this project was approved at Town Meeting, but was turned down on the ballot.  Mr. Dawley stated that a Selectman should work with the Police Chief on a plan for getting information on this project out to the public.  Mrs. Hunter volunteered to assist the Chief with this.  

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the dispatch renovation project capital budget item in FY15 in the amount of $455,000, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

Review Warrant Articles Submitted to date
Mrs. Pugatch said that 9 warrant article placeholders have been submitted to date: The police dispatch renovation project; Conservation Commission revisions to wetland by-laws, Conservation Commission would like to re-establish a trust fund  for the purpose of purchasing and maintaining conservation land in the amount of $25,000; Minuteman Regional High School amendments to the regional agreement; Recycling Committee would like to rename the committee and change its charge; the Regional School Committee has capital projects and improvements; the Council on Aging would like to establish a revolving fund; the Council on Aging seeks the establishment of a sinking fund funded at $25,000 annually to act on future development; and the Planning Board has a medical marijuana statute covering siting for a dispensary location in the Town.

Disclosure of Financial Interest by Special Municipal Employees
The Fire Department would like to hire Robert Morrissey as a Call Firefighter: he is already employed by the Highway Department.  The Chief has signed a statement that no-one else is available to fulfill this duty.

Mr. Dawley moved to approve, pursuant to G.L. Chapter 268A, Section 20(f), the request of the Fire Chief to exempt Robert Morrissey’s interest in a call firefighter position from the prohibition of G.L. Chapter 268A, Section 20, and to authorize Robert Morrissey to serve as a call firefighter under the direction of the Fire Chief; provided that the Fire Chief first certifies to the Town Clerk that the services to be provided by Robert Morrissey as a call firefighter cannot be performed by a current Fire Department employee as part of his/her regular duties, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted.

Other Business:
Review Draft Town Report
Mr. Dawley thanked Mr. Ramsay and Mrs. Pugatch for their preparation of the draft Selectmen’s 2013 Town Report.

Mr. Dawley moved to accept the draft Town Report as amended, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted.

MIIA Nominations
There were no nominations from the Board of Selectmen.

Special Licenses (4):
The Special Licenses were detailed as follows:  January 23 at the Connors Center, January 23 at Elm Bank, January 30 at the Connors Center,  and February 15 at the Connors Center.

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the four licenses described above, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.

It was decided to table approval of the last meeting’s minutes until the next meeting.

The Board had previously voted to split the Chair position into 6-month increments this year, but due to other commitments, Mrs. Lisbon requested that Mr. Dawley continue as Chair for the balance of the year.  He agreed to this request.

Adjournment
At 7:05 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.
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______________________________
Carol Lisbon, Clerk
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