
APPROVED DECEMBER 17, 2013 

 
 

Dover School Committee 

Meeting of October 29, 2013 

 

Members Present: Dawn Fattore 
   Kristen Dennison 
   Tim Caffrey 
   Lauren Doherty 
   Adrian Hill 
Also Present:  Steve Bliss, Superintendent of Schools 
   Karen LeDuc, Assistant Superintendent 

Christine Tague, Business Manager 
   Laura Dayal, Principal  
   Deb Reinemann, Assistant Principal 
   Maria Colarusso, Administrator of Special Education 
   Bob Cocks, Dover Warrant 
   Nancy Powers, DSEA Building Representative     
    

1) Call to order  

Ms. Fattore called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm in the Chickering Library. 

2) Community Comments – none 

3) Reports 

a) Superintendent's Report - Mr. Bliss thanked all those involved in FY15 budget building which is 
well underway.  

• Wellness Committee - A meeting was held last month featuring discussion from food services, 

SPAN-DS, the Wellness Department, nursing services, SADD and MARC. Some of the 

Wellness Committee members will be asked to begin framing a proposed revision to the 

Wellness Policy. 

• MassCUE Conference - Ms. Disch, Ms. Cohn and Mr. Harte presented “iPads+HOTS = 

Integration Success” on October 24th as a featured workshop at the conference.  

• Student Support Model - The Administration is discussing how to best rebrand the Student 

Support Model to meet the needs of an increasingly complex and dynamic student population.  
• TEC update - TEC is in the process of submitting an application to become a Commonwealth 

Virtual School. Similar to a charter school model, a Virtual School is an autonomous school 
district.   

b) Assistant Superintendent Report - Dr. LeDuc 

• FLES -  Dr. Romer, along with working with the students, is working on curriculum building for 
1st grade implementation next year.  

• Understanding by Design (UbD) - Work is being done using the UbD template to consistently 
align our kindergarten through grade twelve curriculum and to capture what students know, 
are able to do, understand and explain. All elementary educators are participating in a 
graduate level course facilitated by Dr. Jerry Goldberg on UbD.  

• Common Core State Standards/PARCC - The Administration and faculty are working to review 
the common core standards, determine grade level standards, identify needed resources and 
adjusting content as needed. Massachusetts has adopted the PARCC as the new statewide 
assessment. Beginning next year it is scheduled to be administered instead of MCAS in grades 
three through eleven. The PARCC is comprised of two assessments: 1) a performance-based 



assessment administered two-thirds of the way through the school year and 2) a criterion-
based assessment administered in early June.  

• District Determined Measures (DDMs) - DDMs are assessments that document student growth 
in all areas of study and will be piloted this year. 

c) Business Manager's Report 

• Status of Appropriations - Ms. Tague provided the report. There is an anticipated positive 

salary variance of $12,263 which assumes substitutes, overtime and professional development 

will not exceed budget. A new two year electricity contract has been signed. As a result 

electricity costs are estimated to increase by $3,000 annually. 

• OOD Tuition and Transportation - The OOD tuition and transportation account is within 

$22,180 of budget. The FY14 budget anticipated 29 placements. Current placements total 31 

and many of the anticipated 29 have changed. Additionally, there are several cases pending. 

The Administration is following this closely and will report more information at future 

meetings.  

• Facilities - Almost all FY14 capital projects are complete with most below cost estimates. The 

sidewalk lighting was over budget by approximately $1,500 which has been charged to the 

General Fund.  

• FY15 Budget Planning - a proposed timeline was provided. 
d) Chickering Technology Overview - Ms. Pappafotopoulos gave a presentation on the use of 

technology to promote teaching and learning. The presentation is available on the Chickering 

website: 

http://www.doversherborn.org/doversherborn/file/DSC%20Oct%2029,%202013%20Packet.pdf 

e) Principal's Report - Ms. Dayal spoke of recent and upcoming events at Chickering.  

• Full Day Kindergarten Analysis - Ms. Dayal presented both the quantitative and qualitative 

findings after a year of full day kindergarten. The analysis included a comparison of DIBELS 

raw score averages for four literacy test areas for the .8 kindergarten program and last year’s 

full day program.  
• MCAS results - Dr. Reinemann presented the 2013 MCAS results which included action plans 

for Literacy, Math and Science for the current year. The full report can be found on the 

Chickering website: 

http://www.doversherborn.org/doversherborn/file/DSC%20Oct%2029,%202013%20Packet.pdf 
4) Special Items/New Business 

a) Agenda items for December 17th meeting - FY15 budget including capital and facilities and 

maintenance items.  

4) Routine Business 

5) Approval of Minutes 

a) September 17, 2013 

Mr. Caffrey made a motion to accept the minutes of September 17, 2013. Ms. Dennison 

seconded. Under “Also Present” add members of the Administration and Dover Warrant. In the 

PTO Report - Replace "Ms. Martinovich" with "Ms. Johnstone.” and Under the Business 

Manager's Report, second bullet, strike the line beginning with, "The Administration recommends 

moving these funds..." 

13-43 VOTE (as amended): 5 - 0 

b) Sherborn School Committee minutes of September 10, 2013 and Regional School Committee 

minutes of September 3 and 18, 2013 were noted. 

10)  Adjournment at 8:45 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Davis 


