DOVER PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

June 17, 2013, approved as Amended, July 15, 2013
Chair Mark Sarro called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM at the Dover Town House.  Also present were Board members John Dougherty, Henry Faulkner, Jane Remsen, and Consulting Planner Gino Carlucci.

1.  SCENIC ROAD HEARING, 25 WILSONDALE STREET
Present were property owners Woodrow Weiss and Kay Peterson. They explained that there was a dangerous site distance issue from their driveway due, in part, to the stone wall. They propose to move a portion of the wall back 2-4 feet in order to improve the situation. They are sensitive to the character of the neighborhood and want to minimize the physical changes. They propose to use the same stones and build the wall in the same manner with no mortar so that it continues to match the portion of the wall that will not be affected. A letter from the Police Chief in support of the proposal to improve safety was submitted.
An abutter questioned whether there might be alternative actions, such as a sign or raising the driveway, that could be implemented rather than moving the wall because he was concerned about the precedent it might set.

Exhibits submitted:
No. 1-4

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board agreed to continue the public hearing for to July 15 at 7:30 PM.  The motion passed unanimously with four members voting.

2.  DANCER FARM SUBDIVISION
Present were applicant Matt Zuker, his attorney Vinnie O’Brien, and engineer Jim Decelle, and many abutters. The primary area of concern and discussion was drainage. Vinnie O’Brien explained that the initial plans for the project would be reducing off-site drainage but there was a concern about the capacity of the Town’s existing drainage system in Hartford Street. The applicant now plans to replace and upgrade the pipes, catch basins and manholes in Hartford Street. 
Town Engineer Mike Angieri explained that the existing 8” metal corrugated pipe would be replaced with 15” reinforced concrete pipes. He also stated that drainage calculations had been submitted documenting that proposed improvements on site and in Hartford Street would result in an overall drainage improvement in the area.
A question was raised about a buried pipe from Crest Drive that discharges onto the subdivision site. Mike Angieri responded that the area of the property that is affected is not being changed and accommodates the drainage now so the project will have no impact on that. In response to questions, Mike Angieri also stated that there would be no drainage impact from the project on Walpole Street residents.

An abutter questioned the impact of the detention basins on groundwater levels. Jim DeCelle explained that the basins will have a clay liner so the water would be discharged into the drainage system on Hartford Street rather than into the ground and would not affect groundwater levels.  

An abutter suggested the use of low impact development techniques. Mike Angieri responded that smaller basins would not work due to the soil conditions and would likely fail within 4-5 years. He said that the proposed drainage system design works, it follows Massachusetts guidelines for Best Management Practices, and he has verified the drainage calculations.

It was agreed that the plans and drainage information would be put on the Town web site.

Exhibits submitted:
Definitive Subdivision Plans, dated April 4, 2013, Revised April 24, 2013

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board agreed to continue the hearing until July 15, 2013 at 7:45.  The motion passed unanimously with three members voting. New member John Dougherty was not eligible to vote because he was not on the Board when the first hearing was held on April 29.
3.  KIRBY FARM ESTATES 
Present were applicants Craig Rafter and Mark Howe, their attorney Vinnie O’Brien and engineer Rob Truax. The primary issue of discussion was traffic. Statements from a traffic engineer were submitted. It was explained that the proposed road entrance on Hartford Street had been moved 25 feet at the suggestion of a traffic engineer to improve the sight distance. Therefore, the proposed road is now 50 feet the abutters’ property. In addition, the eastern entrance of the existing Kirby driveway will be closed and a new entrance will be provided from the new subdivision road. This will reduce the number of curb cuts within a short distance on Hartford Street.
In response to a question as to what the benefits to the Town are to waive the dead end prohibition, it was stated that the benefits are a reduction of one lot,  less impervious surface, less curb cuts, preservation of scenic views of horse paddock and farm, and abutters’preferrences.
Rob Truax reviewed the drainage on the site. He explained that the soil is very sandy and that they would be recharging the water into the ground on site. No detention basins are needed. Rather, a series of leaching galleys will be provided to handle a 100-year storm and there would be an emergency overflow. There would also be pretreatment to separate oils and other contaminants before discharging the water into the ground. There would also be deep sumps in the catch basins that would need to be cleaned at least annually. Town Engineer Mike Angieri confirmed that he has reviewed the design and calculations and that all the basic issues have been covered.
Questions were raised about the impact on the wetlands buffer zone and on a shallow well on an abutting property. It was stated that a Notice of Intent would be filed with the Conservation Commission for work on Lots 5, 6 and 7. Also, all septic systems will meet the standards of Title 5.

The current road location was deemed to be the best from a safety perspective, and preferred by the applicant’s traffic engineer. Also, moving the intersection to the western end of the property would cut through a paddock area. The proposed location will allow the horse farm operation to be maintained.  Vinnie O’Brien repeated that one of the existing driveway curb cuts would be closed and both could be closed if desired. 
Abutters to the proposed road location noted that their property would be surrounded on three sides by roads. An abutter across the street was concerned about several curb cuts in close proximity. The Board would like to see input on the road location issue from the Police Chief and the Highway Superintendent.

The discussion turned to the proposed road intersection with Hartford Street. 
Exhibits submitted:

Definitive Subdivision Plans, dated, May 14, 2013
On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board continued the hearing to July 15, 2013 at 8:30.  The motion passed unanimously with four Board members voting. 
4.  MGL. Ch. 61A PROPERTY, 287 DEDHAM STREET
The Planning Board reviewed the 61 A submittal in terms of considering whether to recommend that the Board of Selectmen exercise the Town’s right of first refusal for property at 287 Dedham Street.  The Board suggested that property does have conservation value and warrants further consideration by the Town for purchase since it abuts Powissett Brook and is near other protected open space properties.
5. MINUTES

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board approved the minutes of the meeting June 3, 2013.  The motion passed with three Board members voting. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board approved the minutes of the Executive Session meeting of November 5, 2012.  The motion passed with three Board members voting. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board approved the minutes of November 5, 2012.  The motion passed with three Board members voting. 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 PM.

Respectfully Submitted
Gino Carlucci, Consulting Planner

� Board member Greg Sullivan was not present due to other commitments.





