
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

September 11, 2013 

 

At 6:30p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with 

members Carol Lisbon and Robyn Hunter present.  Also present were David W. 

Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator 

ATTENDANCE:  Tom French,  Dover Land Conservation Trust ; Justine Kent-

Uritam, Open Space Committee; Henry Faulkner; Kate Faulkner, Conservation 

Commission; Barbara Roth-Schechter & George Giunta, Board of Health Lyme 

Disease Subcommittee;  John Cone, Warrant Committee 

 

PRESS:  Maureen Sullivan, Dover-Sherborn Press 

 

Open Hearing re: Notice to Exercise First Refusal Option to Acquire 287 

Dedham Street Parcels (2) Pursuant to MGL c61A, §14 

Mrs. Lisbon recapped the process of this undertaking:  I would like to recap the 

activity over the past several months that has brought us to this exciting point.  

 

On May 21, 2013 we received notice that the property in question, which is located 

east of 289 Dedham St., was being sold for $350,000.  Because it has had a Ch. 

61A tax exemption for cordwood logging, the town has the right of first refusal.  

By law, the Town has 120 days to enter into a Purchase &Sale Agreement to 

purchase the property, if it so chooses. As is our practice, the Board of Selectmen 

(BOS) conveyed this information to the Conservation Commission, Open Space 

Committee and the Dover Land Conservation Trust (DLCT). Their research 

indicated that this was an exceptional piece of undeveloped land for many reasons 

including a long boundary with Powissett Brook which then proceeds through 

protected property into the Charles River, and that the parcel forms a wooded 

wildlife connection from the River, through the woods into the Wilsondale Street 

area and then into the Noanet/Hale land.  In June both the Conservation 

Commission and the Open Space Committee voted to recommend that the Town 

purchase the land.  The Conservation Commission also voted to offer their 

Conservation Land Acquisition Fund of approx. $150,000 toward the purchase. The 

DLCT took responsibility for raising the remaining funds. 
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On 8/10/13 Amey Moot from the Conservation Commission and Open Space 

Committee, Kate Faulkner, Chair of the Conservation Commission, myself, George 

Giunta and Paul McManus (Conservation Commission’s wetlands specialist) 

walked the property.  I quote from Amey Moot’s email:  “it is all 50+ year old 

oaks… we looked in the brook and found some insects that indicate good water 

quality as well as the insect that brook trout feed on so highly likely that they are 

still there.  We saw a catfish in the pool (likely man-made back in the early farming 

days –pre-1900 at latest by size of trees on rock pile).”  This is just a sample of the 

environmental and ecological richness of this property. 

 

While the DLCT focused on raising the remaining funds, the Selectmen’s office 

focused on doing our due diligence.  This has included a title search, an 

environmental review by Paul McManus, and database searches for spills and any 

other past environmental complications.  The results of all these activities indicate 

that this property is clear to be acquired.  I would like to thank Greer Pugatch, our 

assistant Town Administrator, for her hard work in shepherding this acquisition 

through all the legal and municipal process steps that were required.  With the BOS 

signing the Purchase & Sale this evening, we expect the sale to be completed by the 

end of September. The Conservation Commission will own the property and DLCT 

will hold a conservation restriction on it thereby preserving it as undeveloped land.  

 

This purchase could not have been achieved without the hard work and generosity 

of the Conservation Commission and the DLCT. I would like to particularly thank 

Amey Moot and Kate Faulkner from Conservation Commission and Sara 

Molyneaux and Tom French from DLCT for their efforts in research and 

fundraising.  Gratitude must also be extended to all of the Trustees of the Dover 

Land Conservation Trust, and all of the individuals who made financial 

contributions to this project.  This is a wonderful example of a public/ private 

partnership in Dover to preserve valuable undeveloped land.  In fact, this is the first 

acquisition of land by the Town of Dover since a similar public/private partnership 

resulted in the purchase of Wylde Woods in 2000.  

 

We must also thank Peter and Anne Brodie for their interest in preserving this 

parcel. Their cooperation and interest were instrumental in the success of this 

process. 

 

Mr. French of the Dover Land Conservation Trust thanked everyone involved in 

this process for the teamwork.  Mr. Dawley thanked Mrs. Lisbon for her efforts 

throughout this process. 

 

Approve Acceptance of Gift by Dover Land Conservation Trust to 

Conservation Commission for Purchase of 287 Dedham Street Parcels 

Mr. Dawley moved to accept the gift of $199,746 from the Dover Land 

Conservation Trust to the Conservation Commission for the sole purpose of 
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purchasing the two parcels located at 287 Dedham Street, seconded by Mrs. 

Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve Purchase & Sale Agreement for 287 Dedham Street & Authorize 

Execution by Chair 

Mr. Dawley read the Record of Vote aloud [see attached].   

 

Mr. Dawley moved to accept the Record of Vote, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the Purchase and Sales agreement for 287 Dedham 

Street, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the Notice of Exercise of Option to Purchase dated 

September 11, 2013 seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the gift agreement letter dated September 11, 2013 

to the Dover Land Conservation Trust from the Board of Selectmen, seconded by 

Mrs. Hunter; it was voted unanimously.  

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to grant a conservation restriction to the Dover Land 

Conservation Trust, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Board of Health Chair Barbara Roth-Schechter re: Request for Additional 

Lands for Deer Management Program 

Mrs. Roth-Schechter reported that this will be the third deer hunting season, and 

was pleased to report that there have been no reported problems throughout the 

previous seasons.  The Board of Health is requesting the addition of two parcels of 

Town-owned land for the deer management program:  52.6 acres at 101 Haven 

Street (parcel #05-186A), and 3.06 acres off Chickering Drive (parcel #05-077).  

Ensuing discussion centered on the abutters and Mrs. Lisbon confirmed that the 

immediate abutting land for the most part is heavily wooded,  save for one house 

under construction and one occupied residence.  Mrs. Roth-Schechter explained 

that the bow hunters are very tightly regulated and must abide by rules in the Town 

of Dover, in addition to state rules and regulations.  The hunters are issued three 

forms of identification, one to be kept on their person, a second for their hunting 

stand and the third to be kept in their vehicle.  Bow hunting must be a minimum of 

150 feet away from trails, facing away from trails, and away from houses.  All 

lands in the Dover program are on the Lyme Disease website, which is linked from 

the Board of Health website. 

 

Mrs. Hunter moved to add the two parcels (#05-186A and #05-077) as discussed to 

the Board of Health Lyme Disease Committee Deer Management Plan, seconded 

by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 
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Resolution in Recognition of Police Detective Steve Hagan 

Officer Hagan retired on August 23, 2013 after 26 years of service to the Dover 

Police Department.  Officer Hagan completed his training at the top of his class in 

1987 and began his service to the Town of Dover.  A resolution in recognition of 

Officer Hagan’s service to the Town was read aloud by Mr. Dawley [see attached].   

 

The Board of Selectmen thanked Officer Hagan for his extraordinary service and 

dedication to the Town of Dover and wished him the best. 

 

Appointments 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Bob Springett to the Capital Budget Committee for a 

three-year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Kathy Weld, Mary Hable and Ruth Townsend to the 

Caryl Management Advisory Committee, each for a one-year term effective July 1, 

2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Mrs. Hunter as the selectmen’s appointee to the 

Finance Committee on Roads for a one-year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded 

by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted.   

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Charlotte Surgenor, Paul Tedesco, and Jane Moore 

to the Historical Commission, each for a three-year term effective July 1, 2013, 

seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Mrs. Hunter as the selectmen’s appointee to the 

Long Range Planning Committee for a one-year term effective July 1, 2013, 

seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted.  

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Amy Wilcox, Michael Kinchla and Tracy Boehme 

to the Recycling Committee, each for a three-year term effective July 1, 2013, 

seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

  

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Erika Lert as the Town Energy Coordinator for a 

three-year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted.  

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Mary Kalamaras to the Town Report Committee for 

a three-year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Barbara Murphy to the Council on Aging for a three-

year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously 

voted. 
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Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Jerry Arnold to the Open Space Committee as the 

Long Range Planning Committee Liaison for a one-year term effective July 1, 

2013; and Eric Loeffler to fill the unexpired term of Rich Oasis for a one-year term 

effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted.   

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Elaine Yoke as Animal Control Officer for a one-

year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously 

voted.  

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Robert DeFusco as Cable TV Advisor for a three-

year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

Mrs. Hunter moved to appoint Police Chief McGowan as Chief of Communication 

for a one-year term effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Paul Tedesco as Hazardous Waste Coordinator for a 

three-year period effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted.  

 

Mr. Dawley moved to reappoint all current police officers for a one-year period, 

and to appoint Steven Hagan as a Special Police Officer for a one-year period, all 

effective July 1, 2013, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Review FY15 Capital Budget Requests 

A preliminary review of capital budget requests for the Police Department, 

Highway Department and Board of Selectmen was discussed.  

 

The Selectmen’s capital budget initially includes requesting funds to possibly 

modify  the fire station’s overhead doors to accommodate the new ladder truck.  

The possibility of snow build up in front of a door may impede  the truck’s 

entrance or exit.  A review is currently being completed to ascertain in which 

manner this problem can be averted.   The Police dispatch area,is currently being 

reviewed for the possible renovation.  Mr. Ramsay thanked Chief McGowan, Karl 

Warnick and Craig Hughes for their responsiveness.  The Board will review and 

discuss these requests at future meetings. 

 

Execute Local 1116 Memorandum of Agreement 

Mr. Dawley reported that an agreement between the Town and the union 

employees of the Highway and the Parks and Recreation Department had been 

reached for the next three years beginning July 1, 2013.  He stated that this is a very 

fair contract for both employees and the Town. 
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Mr. Dawley moved to accept the Memorandum of Agreement between Town of 

Dover & Massachusetts Laborer’s union, Local 1116, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it 

was unanimously voted. 

 

Warrant Article Close-Outs 

The Board discussed Warrant Articles that have been completed and have excess  

monies that can be returned to the Town via Free Cash. 

 

Mrs. Hunter moved to close out the following articles:  ATM11 A5.7A,  Fire Station 

Painting, $5,500.00; ATM12 A10, Caryl House Preservation/Repairs/Maintenance,           

$24,165.75; ATM13 A5.8A, Town House Copier, $2,868.30; ATM13 A5.8B, Caryl 

Community Center Interior Signage, $2,229.50; ATM13 A16, Demolition of the Whiting Road 

Outbuildings, $2,488.16; and ATM13 A5.3A, 30-Yard Recycling Container, $61.00; 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Award Distillate Fuel Oil Bid 

The 3-year contract for distillate fuel oil bid process was completed and there were 

only two bidders for purchase of heating oil.  Holliston Oil Service was the low 

bidder. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to award the distillate fuel oil contract in amount of $.0750 plus 

the daily tanker price to Holliston Oil Service, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Special Licenses 

The Board reviewed several special license applications as follows:  A Retroactive 

for 9/1/13 at Elm Bank, 9/15/13 at Elm Bank, 9/20/13 at Elm Bank, 9/22/13 at Elm 

Bank, 10/5/13 at Elm Bank, 10/11/13 at Elm Bank, 10/12/13 at Elm Bank, and 

10/17/13 at Elm Bank. 

 

Mrs. Hunter moved to accept the Special Licenses as delineated above, seconded 

by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve August 6, 2013 Executive Session Meeting Minutes 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of August 

6, 2013 as submitted, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve August 22, 2013 Open Session Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the minutes of August 22, 2013, seconded by Mrs. 

Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Mrs. Lisbon requested a moment of silence in remembrance of September 11. 

 

Adjournment 

At 7:52p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted. 
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