
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

May 21, 2013 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with 

member Carol Lisbon present.  Also present were David W. Ramsay, Town 

Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator 

ATTENDANCE:  Chief Peter McGowan and Officer Robert Clouse, Police 

Department; John Cone, Warrant Committee; Paul Campanis 

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, Dover-Sherborn Press 

 

Police Chief McGowan re: Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council 

Involvement in Recent Incident 

Police Chief McGowan stated that he wanted to acknowledge two of Dover’s 

Police Officers who assisted the Boston Police Department during the week of the 

Boston Marathon bombing through the events which took place in Watertown on 

the Friday of that week.  When Boston put out the call, approximately 100 officers 

from MetroLEC joined together to assist.  The two officers from Dover were Chris 

VonHandorf, and Robert Clouse.  Officer Clouse was assigned to the Command 

post and was instrumental in keeping the lines of communications clear between 40 

and 50 different groups.  The Chief stated that he was proud of both officers’ 

contributions.  

 

Mr. Dawley stated that the efforts of the officers as well as Chief McGowan have 

made the Town very proud. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon stated that the training and professionalism of our police department is 

often taken for granted in Dover but becomes even more apparent when our 

officers are involved in regional support activities. . 

 

Police Department Surplus Items 

A request was made by Chief McGowan that old radios which have been replaced 

and gun racks which are no longer needed be declared surplus. 
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Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the disposal of surplus equipment as specified in 

Chief McGowan’s memo of May 30, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

Discuss Chapter 61A Rights of First Refusal (2) 

Two Intentions to Sell Agricultural Land in the Town of Dover were brought to the 

Board of Selectmen.  The Town gets first right of refusal before the land goes on 

the open market pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 61A.  The Town has 120 days to 

respond to these offers.   

 

It was decided to disseminate the information to all appropriate boards and 

committees, and take this under advisement, to be discussed at a later date after 

responses have been received.. 

 

Audit Engagement Letter 

A standard annual audit engagement letter for Melanson Heath for FY13 through 

FY15 was presented to the Selectmen for their approval. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to authorize a three-year contract for Melanson Heath with the 

terms specified in the letter directed to Mr. Ramsay dated May 6, seconded by Mr. 

Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Execute Special State Election Warrant 

A Special State Election is being held on Tuesday, June 25, 2013, from 7 a.m. to 8 

p.m. to fill the vacated seat of Senator Kerry.  There will be two elections held 

concurrently  as there will also bea Special Town Election for one member to fill a 

one-year term on the Board of Selectmen.  Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the 

Special State Election Warrant for June 25, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Board’s Summer Meeting Schedule 

It was determined that the next meeting would be on Wednesday, June 12, at 6:30 

p.m.  Once the new Selectman comes on board, the remainder of the Summer 

schedule will be set. 

 

Other Business: 

Special Licenses (22) 

Twenty-two special licenses were discussed.  The first five were voted 

retroactively.  They are as follows:  May 2 at The Dover Church, May 3 at The 

Dover Church, May 4 at The Dover Church, May 4 at Elm Bank, May 10 at Elm 

Bank, May 18 at Elm Bank, May 26 at Elm Bank, May 29 at Connors Center, May 

30t Elm Bank, June 1 at Elm Bank, June 2 at Elm Bank, June 2 at Connors Center, 

June 13, at Connors Center, June 14 at Elm Bank, June 15 at Elm Bank, June 29 at 

Elm Bank, June 30 at Elm Bank July 7 at Elm Bank, August 10 at Elm Bank, 

August 17 at Elm Bank, September 8 at Elm Bank, and October 26 at Elm Bank. 

 



Board of Selectmen Open Session Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2013  

3 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve all 22 Special Licenses as discussed, seconded by 

Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Reserve Fund Transfer – Water Department 

This request for repair work and the cost of lost water is the result of a recent water 

leak on Centre Street. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve a Reserve Fund Transfer of $2,000 for the Water 

Department, seconded by Mr. Dawley, it was unanimously voted. 

 

Reserve Fund Transfer – Building Maintenance 

This request is for $9,000 to cover unforeseen expenses.  There were boiler 

problems at the Caryl Community Center, asbestos issues to be dealt with, as well 

as wiring work for the Council on Aging move to the CCC. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the Reserve Fund Transfer for Building 

Maintenance in the amount of $9,000, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Summer Hours for the Town House 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the early closing of the Town House on Fridays at 

1:00 p.m., from Memorial Day to Labor Day, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Award Highway Bids: 

In-Place Type 1 Bituminous Concrete 

Aggregate Industries is a new bidder with a bid of $73.09/ton.  The company has 

been vetted by the Superintendent of Streets.  

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the bid from Aggregate Industries, seconded by Mr. 

Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Street Line Painting 

Highway Safety Systems came in with the lowest bid. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the bid from Highway Safety Systems, seconded by 

Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Catch Basin Cleaning 

R.J. Gabriel of Bridgewater came in with the lowest bid of $12.00/basin (deposited 

at Town Site); and $22.00/basin (material taken away). 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the bid for catch basin cleaning to R.J. Gabriel of 

Bridgewater, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve April 11 and May 6, 2013 Meeting Minutes 



Board of Selectmen Open Session Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2013  

4 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the meeting minutes of April 11, seconded by Mr. 

Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the meeting minutes of May 6, seconded by Mr. 

Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Mrs. Lisbon thanked Barrie Clough and Felicia Hoffman as well as all the election 

workers for the good work and smooth running of the May 20 Town Election.. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated his thanks to all of our Police Department officers who make the 

Town of Dover proud. 

 

Adjournment 

At 7:09 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Carol Lisbon, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


