
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MARCH 28, 2013 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with 

member Carol Lisbon present.  Mr. Melican was not present.  Also present were 

David W. Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town 

Administrator 

ATTENDANCE:  John Cone, Warrant Committee; Mark Ghiloni, Assistant Park & 

Recreation Director; Rich Oasis, Nancy Simms, and Scott Seidman, Park and 

Recreation Commission; Elisha Lee, Jr., Susan Repetti, Fred Gernerd, Sally 

Helwig, Justine Kent-Uritam, Laina Wylde Swiny, Barbara H. Palmer, Paul 

Campanis, Kathleen Mitchell, Jerry Clarke, et. al; Bob DeFusco, Dick Fishman and 

Heather Hodgson, Dover-Sherborn Cable TV 

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, Dover-Sherborn Press 

 

Finalize Ballot Question(s) 

At the Selectmen’s meeting on Tuesday March 19th, a non-binding ballot question 

regarding the proposed Caryl Park athletic fields project was discussed with 

members of the Park and Recreation Commission.  It was determined that 

additional consideration needed to be given to the precise wording of that question. 

In order to meet the submission deadline of April 1, 2013 to be included as a ballot 

question on the May 20, 2013 Town Election the Board would need to vote on the 

matter at this meeting. 

 

Two ballot questions were drafted for consideration and reviewed by Town 

Counsel for appropriateness.  The first question was:   

 

Shall the Dover Park and Recreation Commission be advised to proceed with 

current plans to construct additional athletic fields at Caryl Park, provided such 

construction is funded only with donated monies and requires no funding from 

taxes or from the Park and Recreation Revolving Fund?   Yes or No. 

 

The second ballot question was; 
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Shall the Dover Park and Recreation Commission be advised to submit future plans 

for future projects involving the construction of athletic fields at Caryl Park to 

Town Meeting for review and approval?  Yes or No.   

 

In a written opinion Town Counsel opined that Massachusetts General Laws 

Chapter 44, Section 53A, which authorizes “an officer or department of 

any…town…[to] accept grants or gifts of funds” and expend such funds for the 

purposes of the grant or gift, subject to approval of the School Committee (gifts for 

educational purposes) or the Board of Selectmen (gifts for other purposes)” gave 

sufficient authority to the Board of Selectmen whereby the second question would 

not be necessary. 

 

Mr. Oasis, Chair of the Park & Recreation Commission, confirmed that although 

question one is non-binding, the commission has agreed to be bound by the 

outcome of the vote.  

 

There was lengthy discussion with attendees regarding the point of a non-binding 

question on the ballot, including questions as to why there is a lack of a summary 

on the ballot.  Mr. Ramsay stated that it is not lawful to include a ballot summary 

on a non-binding ballot question.   

 

Mrs. Lisbon stated that even though the Board now has clarity on its’ role in 

expending donated monies, grants and tangible goods, they would seek the 

outcome of future Town Meeting votes rather than make a decision themselves. 

 

Questions were also raised to why it is necessary, given the discovery of MGL Ch. 

44, Sec 53A to have a ballot question regarding the proposed Caryl Park athletic 

fields, and it was determined that it was reasonable to seek the opinion of the 

Townspeople through a non-binding vote to ascertain whether the current plans 

were acceptable to the Town.  This would provide the Park and Recreation 

Commission guidance on the wishes of the Town. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve placing a question on the Town Election ballot 

which states:  Shall the Dover Park and Recreation Commission be advised to 

proceed with current plans to construct additional athletic fields at Caryl Park, 

provided such construction is funded only with donated monies and requires no 

funding from taxes or from the Park and Recreation Revolving Fund?  (Yes or No), 

seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated that there will be no Proposition 2-1/2 question on the ballot, per 

discussions with Mr. Cone of the Warrant Committee. 

 

Review Article Motions  

Mr. Dawley asked Barbara Palmer, one of the petitioners who requested placing 

Article 12 (Citizen’s Petition) on the Warrant, whether the information regarding 

Chapter 44, Section 53A might circumvent the need for this article.  Mrs. Palmer 
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wanted more information regarding how other communities have handled the law, 

before making changes.  She was informed that she could request dismissal of 

Article 12 on the floor of the Town Meeting, if she chose.  Mrs. Lisbon suggested 

that given the Board’s intent to develop a policy regarding the Gift Fund Review 

Process, the Article’s proponents might be amenable to dismissing this year’s 

Article with the understanding that if the Policy does not meet their needs, an 

Article could be placed on the 2014 Town Meeting, since there will be no CPARC 

implementation activity until after  the 2014 Town Meeting, at the earliest. 

 

Formalizing Gift Fund Review Process 

The Board of Selectmen requested that the Town Administrator draft a policy with 

procedures regarding Chapter 44, Sections 53A through D in the very near future 

for the Board’s review. 

 

Cable TV Advisor, Bob DeFusco 

Mr. DeFusco gave a summary of the history of the Cable TV in Dover, from its 

beginning, to its subsequent merge with the Town of Sherborn through the most 

recent franchise license agreement negotiations with Comcast and Verizon.  An 

important note was the announcement that many of the Dover Board of Selectmen, 

School Committee. and other broadcasted meetings are now on YouTube.  The 

Board requested that Ms. Pugatch work with DSCTV to place information on the 

Dover homepage regarding all the ways to access their recordings. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated that local access Cable is very important and helpful for the 

Town and thanked Mr. DeFusco, Mr. Fishman and Ms. Hodgson for their work.  

 

Appointment 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint David Stapleton as a full member to the 

Conservation Commission, effective immediately through June 30, 2013, seconded 

by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

He replaces Sandy Sheble-Hall, who resigned due to time constraints.  The Board 

thanked Sandy for his efforts on behalf of the Conservation Commission. 

 

Other Business: 

Special Licenses: 

The following 11 licenses were discussed:  April 3 at the Connors Center, April 12 

at the Connors Center, April 15 at the Connors Center, April 16 at the Connors 

Center, April 28 at Elm Bank, May 9 at the Connors Center, May 11 at the Connors 

Center, May 25 at the Connors Center, May 25 at Elm Bank, June 1 at the Connors 

Center, and June 8 at the Connors Center. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the special licenses as delineated above, seconded 

by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 
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Approve March 19, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to accept the March 19 meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. 

Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Mr. Gernerd raised three questions regarding the proposed Caryl Park athletic 

fields and subsequent actions:  Is there thought given to modifying the Chickering 

Will; as the Town’s Water Commissioners, would a permit be needed for 

Chickering well; and finally, given that cities and towns may vote to enter into 

contracts authorized by Town Meeting, does that mean that any contract has to go 

before Town Meeting? 

 

It was suggested that the information that Mr. Gernerd unearthed about the effects 

of crumb rubber be shared with the Planning Board. 

 

Adjournment 

At 8:25 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joseph M. Melican, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


