
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

October 8, 2013 

 

At 6:31 p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with 

members Carol Lisbon and Robyn Hunter present.  Also present were David W. 

Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator 

ATTENDANCE:  Justine Kent-Uritam, Open Space Committee; Greg DePaola, 

Ruth Townsend, Adam Townsend, Alan Moss, Leslie Godfrey-Schulte, Valerie 

Lin, Rob Bunn, Imad H. Khan, Friends of the Dover Greenway; Sara Bierbaum, 

Bill Scatchard, Dover-Sherborn Boosters  

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, Dover-Sherborn Press 

 

Update from Rail Trail Committee Chair Kate Cannie 

Kate Cannie stated that the charge of the Rail Trail Committee is to develop a 

feasibility study re: conversion of the rail bed to a recreational path.  At the 2013 

Town Meeting, an article for $50,000 in funding needed for various professional 

expertise to complete the study was not approved. The Rail Trail Committee is 

looking for guidance from the Board of Selectmen on how to proceed. 

 

Mrs. Cannie mentioned that the draft Study prepared prior to the Town Meeting is 

available on the website and represents the Committee’s research to-date. Activity 

in surrounding towns will provide additional practical and operational information. 

Newton is moving forward on their rail trail, which should be completed this fall. 

Needham will be voting at their November Special Town Meeting on approval to 

sign the MBTA lease and funds to purchase environmental insurance. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon reviewed the process.  The charge is specifically to conduct a study of 

the pros and cons of a Rail Trail for the Town.  Upon completion of the study, the 

Board of Selectman will review the Committee’s recommendations made, and at 

that juncture, will determine whether to bring it to Town Meeting.  Mrs. Lisbon 

suggested that the committee reconvene and finish the report as best they can by 

including all available information and detailing the outstanding issues, so that if 
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there is a new committee at some point in the future, the report could be used as a 

starting point. 

 

Mrs. Cannie felt that the Rail Trail Committee would be able to present their 

finished study to the Board of Selectmen by year-end. 

 

Friends of the Rail Trail 

Alan Moss spoke on behalf of the Friends of the Dover Greenway (renamed from 

Friends of the Rail Trail).  This group is composed of Dover residents in support of 

a recreational path and their current focus is on raising the funds necessary to 

complete the study.  The 2013 Town Meeting vote was 160 for and 172 against 

allocating funds to complete the Study.  The Friends membership has now grown to 

240 people.  The Friends is completing the documentation to establish a 501(c)3 

non-profit status.  Their purpose in attending this meeting was to ask the Board of 

Selectmen to approve in advance the acceptance of funds from the Friends to allow 

outside expertise to complete the study, per the new Gift Acceptance Policy.  They 

want a sense that the Board of Selectmen would accept the funds before working to 

raise them. 

 

 

Mr. Dawley said that the Board would encourage the Friends of the Greenway to 

continue their efforts, but felt that a vote to accept the raised funds was premature, 

until the Board of Selectmen was able to see the final Rail Trail Committee report. 

 

Request for Placement of Dover-Sherborn Boosters Signage 

Sara Bierbaum and Bill Scatchard of the Dover-Sherborn Boosters requested 

signage to recognize the accomplishments of school athletes and teams that have 

won state championships in recent years.  A prototype of the proposed signs was 

given to the Selectmen for review.  Sherborn, Medfield, Holliston, and 

Framingham display these signs. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated that the Board is very proud of what goes on at the High School; 

however, in 2009 the Planning Board put new regulations in place regarding 

signage in Dover.  The regulations limit the sizes, colors and types of signs so as 

not to impact the rural character of the Town.  Mrs. Lisbon read from the meeting 

minutes of the Board of Selectmen’s October 15, 2009 meeting as follows: “The 

Board of Selectmen congratulated the Dover-Sherborn Girls’ tennis team for their 

2009 state tennis championship.  The D-S Boosters have made a request to have 

one or more signs installed along roadways commemorating this victory. 

 

Mr. Heinlein said that in the past the Board has received similar requests from a 

number of worthwhile organizations which have been declined due to Dover’s 

longstanding practice of limiting permanent signage.  Mrs. Lisbon added that the 

Planning Board has recently passed regulations further limiting signage in an effort 

to maintain the Town’s rural look along its scenic roadways.  While it was a 
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difficult decision to make in the context of this wonderful achievement, it was the 

sense of the Board to decline this request for the stated reasons.   

 

Mrs. Lisbon offered as a solution having the signs put up on school property, and 

Mr. Melican further suggested looking into hanging one or more banners in the 

school’s gymnasium.” 

 

Mrs. Hunter felt that the mandate from the Planning Board was clear about limiting 

permanent signage.  Mr. Dawley stated that a precedent was set in 2009 regarding 

signage.  Mrs. Lisbon added that when adding more signage, there is a slippery 

slope toward changing the character of the Town.  Mr. Dawley stated that due to 

the reasons stated above, the Board is not inclined, with all regret, to approve the 

signage request. 

 

Appointments 

Mrs. Lisbon thanked Lauren Doherty for her past work on the Town Report 

Committee. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint Jill French to a three-year term on the Town Report 

Committee, seconded by Robyn Hunter; it was unanimously voted.  

 

At the last Selectmen’s Meeting, the term length for members of the Caryl 

Management Advisory Committee (CMAC) was changed from one year to three 

years.  Three members of this committee had previously agreed to one-year 

appointments beginning in 2013. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to reappoint Kathy Weld, Mary Hable, and Ruth Townsend 

each to three-year terms on CMAC, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Jay Hughes to a three-year term as Forest Warden, 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Mike Angieri and George Giunta as the 

Groundwater Bylaw Enforcement Agents, each for a one-year term, seconded by 

Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted.  

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint John Gilbert to a three-year term as Measurer of 

Wood and Bark, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Mike Angieri to a one-year term as Town Engineer, 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Paul Carew to a one-year term as Veterans Service 

Director, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 
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Notice of Non-Exercise of Option to Purchase Pegan Lane Ch. 61-A Parcel 

Mrs. Lisbon gave a summary of the process which was conducted to determine 

whether the Town should exercise its option under Chapter 61-A to purchase this 

property.  It was reviewed by the Open Space Committee, Planning Board, the 

Conservation Commission and the Dover Land Conservation Trust. This property 

does not have the same natural attributes as the property which was purchased on 

Dedham Street.  The DLCT, the only source of funds, was unable to raise funds 

with which to purchase this Property. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to execute the Notice of Non-Exercise of Option to Purchase 

the Property on Pegan Lane under Chapter 61-A, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Update on Long Range Planning Committees Activities 

The Master Plan was published in December, 2012 with recommendations for the 

Town. The Long Range Planning Committee has asked the BOS for a charge to 

work with the Board and Town departments to determine which of the 

recommendations are actionable on to put plans in place to achieve the 

recommendations.  The Committee wants to communicate and facilitate the 

implementation, which might be particularly beneficial given that many of the 

action items involve multiple boards, departments and committees.  As such, the 

Committee is drafting a letter to Town Boards and departments explaining what the 

plan of action would be. 

 

Mrs. Hunter moved to give the Long Range Planning Committee the authority to 

contact various Town boards and departments to discuss plans and develop action 

items to put them in place, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve FY15 Selectmen, Highway & Police Dept. Cap. Budget Requests 

It was determined that more time was needed to review the Selectmen’s FY15 

Capital budgets, so the Highway and Police Departments budget were reviewed 

this evening. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon requested that the Police Chief be reminded to include an inventory 

list of cars and mileage with his budget requests. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approved the Police Department’s FY15 budget request for 1 

police vehicle at $36,500, and a Livescan fingerprint machine for $19,285, 

seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the Highway Department’s Capital Budget requests 

for a 1- ton truck with plow for $56,640, and a slide-in sander for $15,550, 

seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 
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Mass Municipal Association Annual Meeting & Trade Show 

The 35
th

 Annual Meeting will be held in Boston on January 24 and 25, 2014.  The 

three Selectmen will attend, along with Mr. Ramsay and Mrs. Pugatch. 

 

Approve 2014 Holiday Calendar 

Mr. Dawley moved to accept the 2014 Holiday Calendar; seconded by Mrs. 

Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Other Business: 

Special Licenses 

Seven Special Licenses were identified:  October 9 at the Connors Center, October 

12 at the Connors Center, October 13 at the Connors Center, October 16 at Elm 

Bank, October 25 at Elm Bank, October 25 at the Connors Center, and October 26 

at the Connors Center. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the seven (7) licenses identified above, seconded by 

Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Surplus Items 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the disposal of surplus items of no value, seconded 

by Mrs. Hunter; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Mr. Dawley remarked that it is not easy to speak of student athletes and not give 

them all the recognition that is deserved; however it is important to adhere to 

precedents set for the Town.  

 

Adjournment 

At 7:40p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Hunter; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Carol Lisbon, Clerk 

 

 


