
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

JANUARY 30, 2013 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Chairman James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with members 

Carol Lisbon and Joseph M. Melican present.  Also present were David W. Ramsay, 

Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Erika Nagy Lert, Energy Coordinator  

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, D-S Press 

 

Erika Nagy Lert, Energy Coordinator re:  Availability of Energy Assistance Funds 

Mrs. Lert presented the Report of the Energy Coordinator for 2012-2013. The various 

types of assistance which are available to Dover residents were discussed. To educate and 

remind our residents a flyer has been designed, which has been posted in various areas 

throughout the Town and distributed at the transfer station, in addition information can 

also be found on the front page of the Town website.  There are different types of 

assistance available such as:  Salvation Army (event based – food, clothing, for a specific 

use), and the South Middlesex Opportunity Council (SMOC) (eligibility-based for 

ongoing assistance, requires forms to be completed).  Additionally, there is an 

Emergency Energy Fund which may be available as determined by the Energy 

Coordinator.  The services which the Town’s Energy Coordinator provides will be 

presented to the churches in the near future.  An email blast was sent to Chickering 

School families in December, to further spread the word.  All information obtained from 

residents is entirely confidential.   

 

Mrs. Lert stated that the needs of the community are not being met, and that information 

is still not in the hands of some of those people who could use it.  She is actively 

promoting this program:  An insert will be placed in with the tax bills next fall, and the 

Energy Assistance which is available was promoted on Cable TV in January, and will run 

again in February.  The Selectmen suggested promotion of the program at the 

Thanksgiving luncheon, as well as other Council of Aging luncheons. 

 

Review List of Current Warrant Articles 

The Warrant closed on January 18.  Article 13 is a Citizen’s Petition for a Bylaw 

requiring Town Meeting approval for any substantial changes to Town-owned property 

(regardless of funding source) in excess of $50,000.  There are 38 certified signatures for 

this petition; 10 certified signatures are required to submit a Warrant Article.  This 

petition came about due to the frustration of a group of citizens because of the Parks & 

Recreation Commission’s intention to fund the proposed playing fields at Caryl Park 

through private means, which would allow the project to proceed without formal town 

wide approval, and currently there is no opportunity for the citizens to vote on this 

project. 



 

The implications of this petition are very far reaching; as an example, if the PTO raised 

over $50,000 for a new playground at Chickering they would have to go to Town 

Meeting for approval.  Town Counsel has concerns about who has legal authority over 

Town-owned property under the control of the Conservation Commission, Cemetery 

Commission, etc.  He conveyed his concerns to the petitioning group’s attorney; but 

citizens have a right to file a petition regardless of its contents.  The Board felt that the 

petition as it is written is too far reaching, and could cost the Town many thousands of 

dollars in legal fees, because of the wording. 

 

Mr. Dawley requested a copy of Town Counsel’s opinion to give to the Warrant 

Committee, so they would understand the difficulties which could arise if this petition 

were to pass at Town Meeting.   

 

The other outstanding article was Article 18, Park and Recreation Commission’s Caryl 

Park placeholder.  Mr. Dawley said that hopefully the Commission will vote on whether 

to proceed with Article 18, at its next meeting on Friday, February 1. 

 

Review Ambulance Rates 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the ambulance rates for Calendar Year 2013 per the 

submission of Treasurer/Collector Gerard Lane on January 17, seconded by Mr. Melican; 

it was unanimously voted. 

 

Execute Local 1116 Memorandum of Agreement 

An oversight resulted in one particular union employee not being informed last year that 

he was entitled to an additional week of vacation due to his length of service with the 

Town.  Since the employee should not be penalized for not taking time he was entitled to, 

a memorandum of agreement has been prepared allowing him to carry over the lost time 

into this fiscal year.  This constitutes a change in the contract. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of 

Dover and Laborers International Union Local 1116, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

Discuss Bill Relative to School District Capital Project Funding 

Ford Spalding, Minuteman School’s Dover Representative, is requesting that the Town 

contact State Representatives and Senators to urge passing of the bill for an additional 

10% reimbursement rate for regional schools, and 20% for regional vocational schools of 

School Building Authority funds. 

 

Mr. Ramsay stated that phone calls could be made in support of this bill. He was 

requested to do so on the Board of Selectmen’s behalf. 

 

Appoint Town Counsel 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appoint William Lahey of Anderson & Kreiger as Town Counsel, 

individually and as a firm for FY13; seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve January 2, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the January 2, 2013 Meeting Minutes, seconded by Mr. 

Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens Comments 



Mrs. Lisbon announced that the Rail Trail Committee will be holding a series of Open 

Meetings for citizen input on this proposed recreational path again in February.  Citizens 

are urged to come to the meetings or contact the Chair through the website to make their 

voices heard. 

 

Mr. Melican announced that Dover is now a member of the Metrowest Regional Transit 

Authority. 

 

Adjournment 

At 7:14 pm, Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was 

unanimously voted. 
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