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Minutes of the Town of Dover, Board of Health, Continued Special Meeting on July 15, 2013 for the 

Proposed Changes to Chapter 217-3, Board of Health Regulations, started June 12, 2013. 

Present: Members - Dr. Barbara Roth-Schechter, Chairperson; Members Dr. Harvey George and Dr. Joe 

Musto; Agent - Mike Angieri, Septic; ABSENT: Agent George Giunta, Wells. 

1) Continued Special Meeting Called to Order at 7:00 PM. 

 

2) Dr. Barbara Roth-Schechter began the meeting with an overview of the June 12, 2013 meeting. At 

that meeting questions were raised concerning the proposed policy for cesspools to be considered 

an automatic failure upon the sale of a property which resulted in the Board continuing the 

hearing until tonight. The Board was also asked to make available, and they did, copies of the 

comparison document showing existing regulations and proposed changes; add the variance 

procedure policy to the proposed regulations and review the proposed cesspool failure issue. 

 

During the last month no one contacted the Board regarding these items or other questions. 

 

Dr. Roth-Schechter gave a review of her search for information regarding the use of cesspools as 

effective means for the disposal of sewage. This technique has not been allowed since 1974 as it 

was recognized as an ineffective method of sewage treatment and disposal. It is essentially 

holding vessel for untreated solid waste and a point source, concentrated discharge of water 

carrying pollutants to the ground water. Dover has only the groundwater as a source of drinking 

water and the Board must act to protect it for the long term. Hence, the Board’s position on 

replacement of cesspools on sale of a property. 

 

The Board then received comments from the public. 

 

1) 5 Park Avenue. Can the house be sold with a failed system? Under Title V it can be sold and 

the new owner must do the up-grade. 

2) 10 Meeting House Hill. They bought their house with a cesspool. Will it have to be up-

graded? Only on sale. 

3) 4 Park Ave. Is the Board acting to replace all systems? Only those in failure or cesspools. 

4) 65 Centre Street. Questioned the Boards reasoning regarding cesspool replacement even if 

it could pass a Title V inspection. To remove non-compliant system from use and long term 

protection of groundwater as a drinking water supply. 

5) 5 Park Ave. A cesspool could pass a Title v inspection but is not a compliant system under 

Title V? Yes. Cesspool continued to be used but the DEP considers them non-compliant as 

they don’t provide adequate treatment to sewage. 

6) 15 Whitting Road. Cesspool up-grade is required on sale of the property? Yes, unless it fails 

for other reasons. 

7) 14 Meeting House Hill Road. Did the Board give proper legal notice when it began this 

process, as she did not get a letter? Yes. The Board followed the state required notice 
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process. Notice was published twice in the local newspaper, placed on the web-site and 

given to the Town Clerk. A notice being sent to all town residences by mail is not required. If 

she received a notice letter it was because she was within 300 feet of a particular project 

that triggered the abutter notice. That is not the case here. 

8) 93 Dedham Street. Is there an up-grade process when you apply for a building permit? 

Possibly. If you add a bedroom or expand the building foot print, either can require a septic 

system up-grade. 

9) Paul Soulneir. Does a converted cesspool (porous tank) require an up-grade? Yes. 

10) 9 Oakley Road. Leaching systems between 50 to 100 feet of a well require up-grades? Only if 

a well water test shows a problem. 

11) 5 Park Ave. Up-grades are flow based? Yes, if you add a bedroom and there are no other 

issues. 

12) 65 Centre Street. What assistance is available to homeowners? Up-graded system can use 

many Title V alternative systems, local up-grade approval and variances to address site 

specific issues. 

13) 14 Meeting House Hill road. Are other towns requiring replacement of cesspools? Yes, 

cesspools and septic tanks. 

14) 65 Centre Street. Is there a history of water pollution in Dover? No, the goal is to prevent it. 

When population densities and water demand increase there is a higher likelihood of that 

problem occurring and the Board is acting to reduce its probability.  

 

 

3) Dr. Roth-Schechter asked for a motion to accept the variance policy as proposed into the 

regulations and it was unanimously approved. 

 

4) Dr. Roth-Schechter asked for a motion to accept the Regulations as proposed at the June 12, 2013 

meeting including the addition of the variance procedures and retaining the cesspool failure and 

replacement on sale section, which was unanimously approved. 

 

5) The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 

Mike Angieri 


