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MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

FEBRUARY 23, 2012 

 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Chair Carol Lisbon called the meeting to order with members James 

P. Dawley, Jr. and Joseph M. Melican present.  Also present were David W. 

Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Pam Ellsworth, Moderator; Police Chief Peter McGowan; 

Sergeant Jeff Farrell; Officer Ryan Menice and family 

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, Dover-Sherborn Press; Ben Paulin, Dover Patch 

 

Town Moderator Pam Ellsworth 

Mrs. Ellsworth announced that although she has enjoyed her 13 years as 

Moderator, she will not be running for Town Moderator this year and will pass the 

gavel on to someone else.  She is looking forward to running the Town Caucus on 

March 12 and Town Meeting on May 7. Mrs. Lisbon thanked her for her years of 

service and the respect she has shown to the citizens of Dover, the governing 

process and warrant article sponsors during her conduct of the Town Meetings.  

 

Resolution in Recognition of Detective Sergeant Jeff Farrell 

Sergeant Farrell is retiring on February 29, after over 41 years of service to the 

Town.  Chief McGowan stated that it has been an honor working with and knowing 

Sergeant Farrell, and that much of the credit for Chief McGowan’s successful 

transition as the Chief of Police is due to the professional manner in which 

Sergeant Farrell handled matters as Acting Chief of Police.  Sergeant Farrell was 

presented with a framed Resolution in Recognition of Service. All the Selectmen 

thanked the Sergeant for his service and dedication to Dover.  

 

Appointment of Police Sergeant 

Chief McGowan reviewed Officer Menice’s career to date with the Dover Police 

Department.  An overview of the process of selecting the new Sergeant was given.  

Sergeant Menice was pinned by members of his family who were present for the 

ceremony. 

 

Execute 2012 Annual Town Meeting Warrant & Assign Articles 

Out of 23 articles on the Town Meeting warrant, all but 8 are standard boilerplate.   
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Mrs. Lisbon urged the citizens to attend the Open Hearing sponsored by the 

Warrant Committee on March 19 in the Great Hall, where all articles on the 

Warrant will be explained and discussed. 

 

The Rail Trail Committee has requested an article on the Warrant.  The intent is to 

spend the time between now and the 2013 Town Meeting doing a very thorough 

study on all pros and cons of a Rail Trail.  The committee is requesting $5,000 to 

cover the costs of mailings and other services that might be required during the 

study.   

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve $5,000 for a Rail Trail placeholder, seconded by 

Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting on 

Monday, May 7, 2012 as presented, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

The warrant will be mailed to residents on March 2, 2012, and will also be on the 

Town website. 

 

Other Business: 

Chapter 90 Reimbursements (4) 

Mr. Dawley moved to request reimbursement of $70,349.21 for resurfacing 

Pleasant Street, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to request reimbursement of $97,836.97 for resurfacing Main 

Street, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to request reimbursement of $83,125.97 for resurfacing 

Springdale Avenue, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to request reimbursement of $128,327.56 for resurfacing 

County Street, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Special Licenses (5) 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the special license for March 31 from 6:00 – 11:00 

p.m. to be held at the Chickering School for the Dover PTO, seconded by Mr. 

Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the special license for March 1 at the Boston 

College Connors Center, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the special license for March 8 at the Boston 

College Connors Center, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 
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Mr. Dawley moved to approve the special license for March 9 at the Boston 

College Connors Center, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the special license for June 16 at Elm Bank, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Approve February 9, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Dawley moved to accept the minutes of February 9, seconded by Mr. Melican; 

it was unanimously voted. 

 

Adjournment 

At 7:10 p.m., Mr. Melican moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

James P. Dawley, Jr., Clerk 

 


