
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

DECEMBER 5, 2012 

 

At 6:30 p.m., Chair James P. Dawley, Jr. called the meeting to order with members Carol 

Lisbon and Joseph M. Melican present.  Also present were David W. Ramsay, Town 

Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town Administrator. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Janet Claypoole, Council on Aging Director, Betty Hagan, Maureen 

Dilg, Barbara Murphy, Council on Aging; Bob DeFusco, Cable TV Advisor; Bill 

Solomon, telecommunications attorney  

 

PRESS:  Sarah Freedman, D-S Press 

 

Review and Approve Selectmen’s FY 14 Operating Budgets: #122, 129 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 122 Selectmen in the amount of $321,796, 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 129 Copying & Postage in the amount of 

$29,000, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Council on Aging (COA) re FY 14 Operating Budget 541 

Ms. Claypoole said that in 2013, seniors (age 60 and over) will be 24% of the town’s 

population.  The COA is asking for a total budget increase of $11,308.  Of the total, 

$8,458 would be in the salary line – to include the addition of a volunteer coordinator for 

6 hours per week; an increase of $350.00 in meeting expenses to allow attendance at a 

yearly workshop in October, as well as Continuing Education programs; and an 

additional service request to fund the purchase of the My Senior Center software package 

which tracks services and statistical information.  This program costs $2,500 for the first 

year (with one scanner and 900 key tags), with an annual cost of $890 for yearly support 

thereafter.  This program would be used by the COA staff (director, volunteer 

coordinator, and transportation coordinator)  to monitor program attendance and develop 

data to better understand senior involvement in COA activities.. 

 

It was decided that the Town’s IT support staff would review the software package and, if 

it was determined to be beneficial to the COA, to put the cost associated with this 
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software into the Data Processing budget, removing it from the COA budget.  The 

Selectmen determined to take the COA budget under advisement. 

 

Cable TV Advisor Bob DeFusco re: Execution of the Cable Franchise License 

Agreement between Comcast and the Town of Dover 

This is a ten-year license between the Town of Dover and Comcast Corporation.  A side 

letter covers internet services for schools and libraries and public building contingencies..  

The Town will continue to receive 5% of the cable operator’s gross annual revenues, 

which is the maximum allowed by law.  Discussion ensued regarding other particulars of 

the proposal, resulting in Mr. Dawley reiterating the Board’s stance that this is a fair 

agreement which also has the approval of both the Town’s cable advisor and Attorney 

Solomon.  Mr. Solomon thanked both Bob DeFusco and David Ramsay for all their input 

and assistance on this renewal. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to accept the cable television renewal license between the Town of 

Dover and Comcast Corporation for a period of January 1, 2013 and January 31, 2022, 

subject to Comcast also signing the side letter dated December 5, 2012 regarding the 

Institutional Network, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Review and Approve Selectmen’s FY 14 Operating Budgets: #135, 145, 151, 155, 

171, 176, 191, 192, 193, 195, 199, 201, 241, 241, 291, 292, 294, 295, 299, 411, 422, 423, 

424, 425, 428, 439, 450, 541, 543, 602, 691, 692, 710, 751, 759, 911, 914, & 916. 

Mr. Melican moved to approve Budget No. 135 Town Accountant in the amount of 

$178,911, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 145 Treasurer/Collector in the amount of 

$201,525, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 151 Law in the amount of $190,000, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 171 Conservation Commission in the 

amount of $63,025, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 176 Board of Appeals in the amount of 

$3,573, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted.   

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 191 Whiting Road in the amount of $4,629, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 192 Town House in the amount of $63,217, 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 



Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 193 Caryl Community Center in the amount 

of $118,677, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 195 Town Report in the amount of $11,509, 

seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 199 Building Maintenance in the amount of 

$296,753, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 241 Building Inspector in the amount of 

$71,781, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 291 Emergency Management in the amount 

of $3,604, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 294 Care of Trees in the amount of $ 

123,033, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 295 Tree Committee in the amount of 

$2,500, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 411 Engineering in the amount of $58,617, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 422 Maintenance in the amount of $663,554, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 423 Snow and Ice in the amount of 

$320,000, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 424 Street Lighting in the amount of 

$11,936, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 425 Town Garage in the amount of $84,303, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 428 Tarvia in the amount of $250,000, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 439 Sanitation in the amount of $382,893, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 450 Town Water in the amount of $22,304, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 



 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 543 Veterans in the amount of $2,000, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 691 Historical Commission in the amount of 

$1,250, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 692 Memorial Day in the amount of $2,700, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 710 Maturing Debt Principal in the amount 

of $1,180,401, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 751 Maturing Debt in the amount of 

$292,000, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve Budget No. 759 Bank Charges in the amount of $4,000, 

seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 914 Group Insurance in the amount of 

$2,006,503, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve Budget No. 916 Medicare/FICA in the amount of 

$147,832, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon noted that many budgets are coming in significantly under  the FY13 budget 

levels. 

 

Execute Town Administrator’s Employment Contract Renewal 

Prior to executing the contract, Mr. Dawley thanked Mr. Ramsay for the talent and 

professionalism that he has brought to the Town, and for the enjoyment of working with 

him. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to renew the Town Administrator’s contract which runs from July 1, 

2013 through June 30, 2016, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to appoint Mr. Ramsay to Town Administrator from July 1, 2013 

through June 30, 2016, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Revote Tax Classification Vote 

Mr. Dawley made a motion to ratify the Board’s earlier vote of November 8, 2012 

accepting the Town tax rate for 2013, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 



Mr. Dawley made a motion to execute the Department of Revenue classification of tax 

allocation for the Town of Dover, seconded by Mr. Melican; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Vote Early Closing on New Year’s Eve 

Mr. Dawley agreed to take this under advisement for the next meeting. 

 

Approve November 20, 2012 Meeting Minutes  

Mr. Dawley made the motion to accept the meeting minutes of November 20, 2012, 

seconded by Mrs. Lisbon, it was unanimously voted. 

 

Adjournment 

At 8:26 p.m., Mr. Melican moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was 

unanimously voted. 
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