
Dover-Sherborn Regional School Committee 

Meeting of April 3, 2012 

 

Members Present: Clare Graham, Chair 

   Ellen Williamson 

   Richard Robinson 

Robyn Hunter 

Lauren Balk 

Also Present:  Valerie Spriggs Superintendent 

 Steven Bliss, Assistant Superintendent 

   Christine Tague, Business Manager 

 Amelia Fattore and Steven Cone, Student Council Representatives 

 

1) Call to Order 

Ms. Graham called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm in the Middle School Library.  

2) Community Comments – Mr. Campbell, Sherborn, spoke about the proposed Special Education 

Reorganization that was voted down last week by the Sherborn School Committee and encouraged 

Ms. Spriggs not to give up on reorganizing the Special Education Department across the districts. 

3) Reports 

a) Student Council Report –Ms. Fattore reviewed recent and upcoming events for the High School 

Student Council.  Mr. Cone then reviewed recent and upcoming events for the Middle School 

Student Council. 

4) Goal 1 – Academic Excellence 

a) High School Report – Ms. Lonergan reviewed recent and upcoming events at the High School.  

b) High School Science Curriculum Presentation – Mr. Chicklis 

c) Middle School Report – Mr. Randall reviewed recent and upcoming events at the Middle School. 

Mr. Randall reported that the curriculum review at the Middle School is complete and the wiki 

roadmaps have been rolled out. Curriculum leaders from the Middle School demonstrated the 

wikis. 

5) Goal 3 – K-12 Effective and Efficient Districts 

a. Finance – Ms. Tague is expecting an additional $15,000-20,000 in health care savings for 

the current fiscal year. 

b. Capital Policy – A Capital Policy was presented last fall but no action was taken. The 

policy was revisited and discussed. Ms. Spriggs suggested including the document in the 

budget process and procedures for use as a guideline for capital projects. 

c. Capital Budget 10 Year Plan – Ms. Spriggs recommended hiring a consultant to conduct 

a comprehensive study of the buildings in preparation of a 10 year capital plan to share 

with the towns for long range planning. There was discussion about the estimated cost 

and need for the plan.  

Ms. Hunter made a motion to approve an amount not to exceed $20,000 for a Capital 

Needs Assessment at the Regional Schools to be performed in conjunction with the 

Dover and Sherborn schools and including the Administration Building subject to 

available funds. Ms. Williamson seconded. 

12-25 VOTE: 4 – 1 (Mr. Robinson) 

d. Update on Field License – Changes have been made to the License Agreement and has 

been approved by the Booster’s attorney. At this time, a few Booster members have not 

had a chance to review the new document. School Committee members were asked to 

review the most recent Agreement and sign the document sometime this week. 



Mr. Robinson made a motion to accept the License Agreement as presented. There was 

no second. There will be a meeting Monday April 9th to accept the document. 

e. WWTF Update – Testing on the facility continues and initial readings are going well. 

f. Wellness Policy – Ms. Spriggs presented the updated Wellness Policy, a copy of the 

MASC suggested policy and the current policy. Ms. Spriggs is going to verify that the 

MASC suggested policy is the most recent policy and will bring it back next month. 

6) Special Items and New Business 

a) Advisory/Warrant Committees Update – The Regional School budget for FY13 was approved as 

submitted without need for further presentation. The School Committee thanked the 

Administration for their hard work to improve the budget process after last year. 

b) School Choice – The Massachusetts School Choice Law requires the school committee to 

withdraw from School Choice annually. 

Ms. Williamson made a motion to have the Dover-Sherborn Regional Schools withdraw from the 

School Choice program for the 2012-13 school year because of space limitations. Ms. Hunter 

seconded. 

12-26 VOTE: 5 - 0 

7) Approval of Minutes 

a) February 7,  and March 6, 2012 

Mr. Robinson made a motion to approve the minutes of February 7, 2012. Ms. Williamson 

seconded. 

12-27 (as amended) VOTE: 5 – 0 

There was discussion about a missing vote in the February 7th minutes. They will be corrected 

and presented again at the May meeting. 

Mr. Robinson made a motion to approve the minutes of March 6, 2012. Ms. Williamson 

seconded. In April agenda items 11b), Foreign Language Program should be for May agenda. 

12-28 (as amended) VOTE: 4 – 0 – 1 (Mr. Robinson) 

b) The Sherborn School Committee minutes of February 9, 2012 and the Dover School Committee 

minutes of February 13, 2012 were noted.  

8) Routine Business 

a) May Agenda Items – Middle School Science curriculum, Wellness Policy, Foreign Language 

curriculum,  

9) Adjournment to Executive Session 

There was a motion to adjourn at 9:28 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Davis 


