
Dover-Sherborn Regional School Committee 

Meeting of January 10, 2012 

 

Members Present: Clare Graham, Chair 

   Shelley Poulsen, Vice-Chair 

   Ellen Williamson 

   Robyn Hunter 

Lauren Balk 

Also Present:  Valerie Spriggs Superintendent 

 Steven Bliss, Assistant Superintendent 

   Christine Tague, Business Manager 

 Amelia Fattore & Steven Cone, Student Council Representatives 

 

1) Call to Order 

Ms. Graham called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm in the Middle School Library.  

2) Community Comments – None 

3) Reports 

a) Student Council Report –Mr. Cone reviewed recent and upcoming events for the Middle School 

Student Council. Ms. Fattore then reviewed recent and upcoming events for the High School 

Student Council. Members of the HS Student Council presented their proposal for student Wi-Fi 

access at the High School.  

Ms. Poulsen made a motion to approve the Wi-Fi student proposal as presented. Ms. Williamson 

seconded. 

12-01 VOTE: 5 - 0 

4) Goal 1 – Academic Excellence 

a) Gale Report on Athletic Outdoor Space – Mr. Rollins presented a summary of the “Needs 

Assessment and Master Plan” for the Regional Campus. The goal of the assessment is to provide 

sufficient fields for each sport without overuse. Based on current usage, 4 of the 10 school fields 

exceed the maximum recommended use. The recommendation of Gale Associates is a privately 

funded, four-phase plan. The first phase is installation of a synthetic field in the stadium and 

improvement to one of the “Booster” fields. The Needs Assessment and Master Plan Summary 

is available for review on www.doversherborn.org (under Regional School Committee packet for 

1/10/12 meeting).  

Ms. Williamson made a motion to accept the DS Regional Campus Needs Assessment and Master 

Plan dated October 2011. Ms. Poulsen seconded. 

12-02 VOTE: 5 - 0 

Ms. Williamson made a motion to move forward with Phase I of the DS Regional Campus Needs 

Assessment and Master Plan pending private funding. Ms. Poulsen seconded. 

12-03 VOTE: 5 - 0 

b) High School Report – Ms. Lonergan reviewed recent and upcoming events at the High School.  

• Acceptance of Gift – Ms. Lonergan presented gifts of $450 each from the Sherborn Art 

Council and the Dover Cultural Council to defray the cost of the Robotics Club at the high 

school. 

Ms. Poulsen made a motion to accept the gift of $450 from the Sherborn Art Council and $450 

from the Dover Cultural Council for the Robotics Club at the high school. Ms. Williamson 

seconded. 

12-04 VOTE: 5 – 0 



• Approval of High School Field Trip – Mr. Rollins requested permission on behalf of Mr. 

Schotland for a Football Training Camp week in New Hampshire from August 19-24, 2012. 

Ms. Williamson made a motion to approve the DS Football Training Camp from August 19-24, 

2012 as proposed in Coach Schotland’s memo. Ms. Hunter seconded. 

12-05 VOTE: 5 - 0 

c) Middle School Report – Mr. Randall reviewed recent and upcoming events at the Middle School. 

5) Goal 2 – Outstanding Teachers 

6) Goal 3 – K-12 Effective and Efficient Districts 

• Finance – Ms. Tague provided the monthly report. Ms. Tague is anticipating a favorable 

variance of $100,000 in the health care function code (versus an expected $75,000) due 

to the move to the Rate Saver plan. The facilities budget reserve fund for emergency 

maintenance and repair has already been exceeded by $1,356.50 not including 

$15,906.64 of encumbered expenses for work in progress. The Committee will be kept 

appraised of the status of this account.   

7) Goal 4 – Technology 

8) Special Items and New Business 

a) MS Heat Update/Discussion – There was discussion among the members as to how to proceed 

to solve the heat issue at the middle school. Ms. Spriggs suggested spending the next year 

working with the Towns of Dover and Sherborn as to how to best proceed with a solution to the 

heat issue that works for all parties involved. Ms. Hunter offered to chair the sub-committee 

that was approved at the November 9th Regional School Committee meeting with the 

understanding that her term ends in May. 

b) Joint Faculty/Police Lockdown – There was a lockdown drill held at the Regional Campus. 

c) Proposed School Calendar 2012-13 – Ms. Spriggs provided the proposed calendar for next year 

as well as the MOU committee findings for review. The calendar will be discussed and approved 

at the Joint meeting on January 24, 2012. 

d) February DS Regional School Committee Agenda Items – Capital Policy, approval of China trip, 

Concussion Management Policy, Program of Studies, Technology Department Reorganization, 

improvement to MS entrance (signage, lighting). 

9) Approval of Minutes 

a) December 6 and 21, 2011 

Ms. Williamson made a motion of approve the minutes of December 6, 2011. Ms. Poulsen 

seconded. Under 6, 3rd bullet, add the following before the final sentence of the paragraph: “The 

existing Static Block Anoxic Zone De-nitrification unit is unable to reduce the Nitrate to produce 

an Effluent Total Nitrogen of less than 10 mg/l, or a Nitrate level less than 10 mg/l”. Under 8b) 

Capital Working Group – add “discussion was postponed”. 

12-06 VOTE (as amended): 6 - 0 

Ms. Williamson made a motion to approve the minutes of December 21, 2011. Ms. Balk 

seconded. Under Item 3 change pm to am. 

 12-07 VOTE (as amended): 6 - 0 

a) The Sherborn School Committee minutes of November 10, 2011 and the Dover School 

Committee minutes of November 15, 2011 were noted. 

10) Adjournment  

There was a motion to adjourn at 9:31 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Davis 


