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Lyme Disease Committee 

of the 

Board of Health 

 Dover, MA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

September 27, 2012 

 

Present: Steve Kruskall,  Barbara Roth-Schechter, Paul Tedesco, 

George Giunta, Mary Hable, Jim Palmer, Tim Holiner, Angela 

Wilson-Taylor 

 

Absent: Mike Francis, Jay Walsh, Matthew Schmid, Diane Fielding 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Review and Approval of the Minutes of  September 13, 2012 meeting  

 

Minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

2.  Candidates for LDC membership – Barbara, Matthew 

 

Angela Wilson-Taylor, another volunteer found through the DMA, was 

welcomed to the committee. 

 

3. Presentations of updates of LDC website – All 

Several members had submitted their contributions to the new website 

or will do so before our next meeting. It was agreed that a new mission 

statement (for the LDC front page) should be written (Barbara to draft). 

Another suggestion was to add “what are ticks doing now?” to the front 

page (similar to the tickencounteruri website) (Tim to check) 

4. Another tick alert? Where? – Barbara  

At present, there is no need for another tick alert, but Angela will track 

the weekly health update sent by the schools as to possible action on the 

part of the LDC. 

 

5. Infection rates of ticks (Sam Telford data) – Barbara  

S.T.: “Overall, 96 nymphs were analyzed: Lyme was present in 21 % 

(13-19 % 95 %confidence interval), babesia 19% (11-27), HGE 6% (1-

11) Lyme/babesia concurrent infection was 11 % (5-18). This year 
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appears to have been a good one for babesia..we have seen unusually 

high infection rates….unusual meaning equivalent to Lyme because 

typically babesia rates are a quarter those of lyme…..in other sites. It is 

doubtful that the babesia rate will be the same next year. The high 

babesia rate does not necessarily imply that you should have seen as 

many babesia cases as Lyme…..Lyme is more efficiently transmitted.” 

The committee decided not to share these results with the general public, 

as they might transmit a false sense of security. Instead a short memo to 

local ID specialists was decided upon (Steve to draft and circulate). 

6. Potential new town-wide Tick-Borne Diseases (TBD) Survey –All  

 

It was decided to have another TBD survey (the last one was completed 

in Nov. 2008) to detect possible changes including but not limited to 

educational impact on LD rates, changes in other TBD rates, sentiments 

about the Deer Management Plan (DMP). The survey will be sent out at 

the very beginning of 2013 (Barbara to draft and circulate) 

 

7. Tick density alert of ‘shady vs sunny’ – Tim  

 

Tim circulated his draft announcement which he will finalize with a few 

suggested revisions and then distribute to all. Barbara will circulate it 

to Hometown Weekly, Superintendent and nurses of the schools, Parks 

and Rec, OSC, BOS, all surrounding towns we are in contact with, 

TTOR, Hale; Angela will share it with the DMA for distribution. 

 

8. HS Honors Science Project Baseline sampling – Barbara  

Subsequent to an extensive discussion it was decided not to pursue 

baseline tick sampling as a HS Science Project. Among the reasons for 

this decision was the risk of the student to be exposed to ticks, the time 

constraints of the student and the time constraints of an adult volunteer 

supervisor. DS-HS will be informed (Barbara) 

9. DMP FINAL PREPARATION – All    

All preparation for the upcoming DMP (Oct 15 – Dec 31) is complete 

except the lamination of the ID tags. They will be ready for pick-up at 

the BOH starting Oct. 3. Jim and George will attend to their 

distribution as well as to a reminder of the Dover PD. The hunters will 

be reminded to report weekly to their Deer Management Agent (DMA) 

who in turn will keep the BOH posted on a weekly schedule.  
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