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Lyme Disease Committee 

of the 

Board of Health 

 Dover, MA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

July 26, 2012  

 

 

Present: Barbara Roth-Schechter, Paul Tedesco, George Giunta, Tim 

Holiner,  Jim Palmer, Meagan Burns, Diane Fielding 

 

Absent: Steve Kruskall, Mike Francis, Bill Herd, Beth Webb, 

Matthew Schmid 

 

 

1. Review and Approval of the Minutes of  July 12, 2012 meeting  

 

 

 

2. DPH Intern Program - Meagan 

 

Both projects were reported to be on track with preliminary results 

under analysis. Meagan discussed the tick density project with Sam 

Telford  who recommended to continue the project with either another 

year of baseline collection or with a targeted intervention during the 

summer of 2013. The decision will be made by the LDC after 

completion of this year’s project. 

 

For Project # 2, Meagan reported an astonishing response rate of 38%.  

The data are under analysis. Once the analyses are complete, Meagan 

will draft the required abstracts for submission on August 6. She will 

share the abstracts with the members of the LDC via e-mail. 

 

 

3. Continuation of DPH Intern Program – All 

 

A consensus was reached that it is too early to decide upon next year’s 

possible intern projects. DPH projects and possible interns will be 

tracked by Barbara. 

 

4. Update on planning of the BOH-LDC website – Barbara, Matthew  

The website has been successfully registered (doverlyme.com; 

doverlyme.info; doverlyme.net); the layout and outlines of subject 
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matters were discussed with Bill Clark who assured us that by mid-

August there will be some draft available for LDC review.  

 

5. Update on DMP mailings to landowners with >5 acres 

The mailing was completed by Diane and Meagan on July 19 and 5 

agreements had already been received as of 7/26. The landowners will 

be contacted and the properties will be evaluated by Jim and George 

with the possibility to recruit more hunters if necessary. At present, the 

LDC has enough hunters on standby to accommodate some extension of 

hunting land. Diane will begin to prepare the paper work (IDs for car, 

tree stand and person) for the 2012 DMP. 

 

6. Consideration of another Lyme Disease Forum (LDF) 

Once again the possibility of another LDF was discussed. The overall 

consensus was that given the lack of public awareness and 

understanding together with the increased rate of tick-borne diseases, 

another LDF would be a good idea. Barbara will try to contact outside 

speakers (Sam Telford, Louis Fazen, Thomas Mather, Sam Donta). A 

tentative date was fixed for the beginning of October to coincide with 

the beginning of hunting season. 

7. Review of “One Bite” tick card 

A new updated version of an extended tick information card (Cape Cod 

Cooperative Extension) was reviewed and found very useful. The 

possibility of a 4-page “booklet” was considered, especially in 

combination with instructions about a tick-free zone. Both versions 

could be helpful for publicity at the time of the LDF. 

8. Organizational Matters  

Since the beginning of May, the continued absences of some LDC 

members have delayed or prevented the LDC on several occasions from 

proceeding with the meetings due to the lack of a quorum. After 

considerable deliberation the LDC voted unanimously to ask two 

members to resign from its membership so that the efforts of the LDC 

can continue unimpeded by issues of attendance. 

Based on a unanimous vote, the starting time of LDC meetings was 

returned to 10:00 AM (instead of 9:00 or 9:30 AM).   
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