
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

FEBRUARY 17, 2011 

 

 

At 6:34 p.m., Chairman Joseph M. Melican called the meeting to order with 

members Carol Lisbon and James P. Dawley, Jr. present.  Also present were David 

W. Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town 

Administrator. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  Heather Hodgson DePaola, Paul Tedesco    

 

PRESS:  John Cronin, Dover-Sherborn Patch   

 

Dover’s Upcoming 175
th

 Birthday 

The Board welcomed Heather Hodgson DePaola to this evening’s meeting to 

discuss Dover’s upcoming 175
th

 birthday.  Mrs. Hodgson DePaola recently 

discovered that this significant historical marker occurs this year.  She said that a 

committee chaired by local historian Dick Vara was formed 2 years prior to 

Dover’s 150
th

 birthday to plan various celebratory events throughout 1986.  Board 

members looked through the program detailing that birthday’s festivities, which 

also contained interesting historical facts about and pictures of the Town.  Given 

the short time remaining in 2011, Mrs. Hodgson DePaola suggested holding a one-

day 175
th

 celebration. As a member of the Historical Society and chair of the 

upcoming 10
th

 Old Home Day events, she offered to combine activities for the 

Town’s birthday with Old Home Day in October.  The Selectmen agreed that 

combining the 2 events made good sense.    

 

Mr. Melican put out a call for volunteers to be appointed to an ad hoc committee to 

plan Dover’s 175
th

 birthday celebration.  Any interested residents or community 

groups should contact the Selectmen’s office at (508) 785-0032 ext. 221 or 

selectmen@doverma.org.  A notice regarding same will be posted on the Town 

website.  The Historical Society and Historical Commission as well as Town 

departments, boards and committees will also be invited to get involved.  

 

Execute 2011 Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

Mr. Ramsay told Mr. Dawley that no changes have been made to the warrant 

except for elimination of Article 10 (Dover Housing Partnership). 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting on 

Monday, May 2, 2011 as presented, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

It will be mailed to residents on February 25, 2011. 

mailto:selectmen@doverma.org
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Review Letter from Police Chief Farrell re: Replacement of Portable Radios 

Mr. Ramsay reminded the Selectmen that Chief Farrell sent a letter to them several 

weeks ago recommending replacement of 20 of 21 16-year old police portable 

radios now as opposed to replacing 5 per year as previously proposed by Chief 

Griffin.  The FCC mandates migration of police radios to a narrowband frequency 

by 2013.  Further, the radios do not transmit in various blind spots throughout 

town, and replacement parts and service on the current model are no longer 

available.  Mr. Ramsay said that Chief Farrell is recommending the purchase of  20 

radios at this time through the Reserve Fund.   

 

Mr. Ramsay told Mr. Melican that the new radios would provide blanket coverage 

in Town and would be compatible with the Fire Department frequency. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon observed that the Town has made great strides in recent years with 

town-wide communications between the new tower at the Protective Agencies 

building and the capital budget request for a repeater/comparator to be voted at this 

May’s Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Ramsay told Mr. Dawley that Chief Griffin had requested replacement of the 

radios through the capital budget process some years ago, and was instructed to do 

a phased replacement through the Police operating budget.  Mrs. Lisbon said that 

what defines certain services/supplies as capital items has changed over time.  

Currently, the minimum threshold is $4,000. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the expenditure through a Reserve Fund request for 

the purchase of 6 units of body armor [$3,712.50] and 20 portable radios 

[$30,914l.44], seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Other Business: 

Special License 

A catering company is applying for a special license for the service of wine/beer at 

a bar mitzvah at Elm Bank on April 2
nd

 from 1:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Chief Farrell 

has imposed the usual restrictions with regard to alcohol education and last service. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the request for special license for the event on April 

2
nd

 by The Catered Affair, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted.   

 

Prior Notice – Water Department 

Mr. Ramsay provided the Selectmen with a Prior Notice to cover a potential 

shortfall of $6,800 in the Water Department budget for the engineering services 

approved at their last meeting to identify an alternate source of water supply to the 

Caryl Park well on a contingency basis should the need ever arise.  

 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve a Prior Notice for Water Department professional 

services for $6,800, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 
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Snow & Ice Authorization 

Mr. Melican reviewed a snow & ice authorization for an additional $100,000 for 

that budget.  The Highway Department has spent $250,045.25 so far this season, 

leaving a balance of $54,954.75, with invoices and payroll being held totaling 

$48,028.52. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to appropriate an additional $100,000 for the Snow & Ice 

budget, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Mr. Ramsay said he would be remiss if he did not mention the long hours and 

outstanding effort put in this winter by Superintendent of Streets Craig Hughes.  

 

Charles River School Road Race & Fun Run 

Mr. Dawley moved to approve the Charles River School 5K road race and 1-mile 

fun run on Sunday, May 1, 2011, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

Approve January 20, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to approve the minutes of January 20, 2011 as submitted, 

seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Mr. Panek asked when the Board would respond to a group of neighbors from the 

Dedham Street area, on whose behalf he had previously spoken to the Selectmen 

about the unacceptable level of noise that they feel is created by vehicles passing 

over the two raised crosswalks installed on Dedham Street to lower vehicle speeds 

and increase pedestrian safety.  He reiterated his request that the Board seek an 

alternate traffic control solution.   

 

Mr. Dawley told Mr. Panek that the Board has not yet made a decision about hiring 

a traffic consultant.   Mrs. Lisbon added that since the article for installation of new 

playing fields at Caryl Park was recently withdrawn by the Park & Recreation 

Commission, the Selectmen need to reconvene to decide what their next course of 

action will be.  She thanked Mr. Panek for the research he has provided the 

Selectmen with, which will aid them in their decision making, after which they will 

be back in touch with Mr. Panek. 

 

Adjournment 

At 7:13 p.m., Mr. Melican asked for a motion to adjourn the open session and 

convene in executive session for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining.  It 

was so moved by Mrs. Lisbon, seconded by Mr. Dawley.  Mr. Melican polled the 

Board and by unanimous roll call vote convened in executive session.  No further 

open session business was to be taken up. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
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______________________________ 

Carol Lisbon, Clerk     


