
 

 MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

JANUARY 5, 2011 

 

At 6:31 p.m., Chairman Joseph M. Melican called the meeting to order with 

members Carol Lisbon and James P. Dawley, Jr. present.  Also present were David 

W. Ramsay, Town Administrator, and Greer Pugatch, Assistant Town 

Administrator. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  None 

 

PRESS:  Erica Mouira & Andrew Jeromski, D-S Press  

 

Review Selectmen’s Capital Budget Requests 

Mr. Ramsay asked the Board to consider moving the Selectmen’s capital budget 

request for new carpeting in the library’s upper level from FY12 into an out year.  

This request had been placed in FY12 in anticipation of the library’s 

reconfiguration, during which all of the shelving and the circulation desk were 

moved. The changes were expected to result in significant wear-and-tear and holes 

becoming visible.  Mr. Ramsay said that not only was the reconfiguration pleasing 

to the eye, but that the carpeting is in remarkably good shape.  He suggested 

moving this request out to FY14 as a placeholder.     

 

The Selectmen enthusiastically agreed that the library looks fantastic, and 

encouraged citizens to visit either in person or on Dover’s library website 

(www.dovertownlibrary.org).  They felt that this revision to the capital budget 

requests made good sense. 

 

Mr. Ramsay recognized the Building Maintenance and Park & Recreation 

Departments’ staff for their assistance during the changeover.  

 

Mrs. Lisbon moved to change the library replacement of carpeting in the upper 

level to FY14, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Appoint Police Chief Search Committee Consultant 

Mr. Ramsay reported that the Police Chief Search Committee has been diligently 

working to find a replacement for retired incumbent Chief Joseph Griffin.  After 

meeting with consultants to hear about the range of services that are offered to 

assist communities with police chief recruitments, the search committee has 

decided to create a subcommittee to seek the services of such a consultant.  

Therefore, the committee went out to bid under M.G.L. Chapter 30B, an elaborate 

evaluation process involving review of proposals, interviews, and reference checks 

to select the most qualified candidate, after which Mr. Ramsay, in his capacity as 

Dover’s Chief Procurement Officer, opened the non-price proposals.  In accordance 

with the statute, Mr. Ramsay has weighed the evaluations against the price 



Board of Selectmen Open Session Meeting Minutes 

January 5, 2011 

 2 

proposals to determine which consultant is most qualified at a reasonable fee.  

Reference checks are not yet complete so, in the interest of time, he recommended 

that the Board affirm his statutory responsibility to do so in collaboration with the 

subcommittee. 

 

Mr. Dawley moved to affirm Mr. Ramsay’s statutory responsibility, seconded by 

Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously voted. 

 

Execute License Agreement with Dover Automotive 

At last May’s Town Meeting, care and custody of the Town’s Whiting Road 

property was transferred from the Park & Recreation Commission to the Board of 

Selectmen.  Mrs. Pugatch asked the Board to review a license agreement that has 

been drawn up between the Town and Dover Automotive, the tenant occupying the 

building at Whiting Road, with essentially the same terms those in place prior to 

the transfer.   

 

Mr. Dawley moved to execute the license agreement between the Town of Dover 

and Dover Automotive for the use of a portion of 5 Whiting Road for the term of 

July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011, seconded by Mrs. Lisbon; it was unanimously 

voted. 

 

Boston Post Cane Placement 

Mr. Melican recalled that last fall the tradition of the Boston Post Cane was 

reinstituted after the cane was found in an area antique shop after missing for a 

number of years.  To prevent this from reoccurring, the Board of Selectmen and the 

Dover Historical Society have instead presented the Town’s oldest resident with a 

certificate indicating s/he is the recipient of the Boston Post Cane.  A plaque which 

will list the names of those residents who are honored going forward will be placed, 

along with the cane in a display case, in a highly visible, secure public place.  Mr. 

Melican asked the other Board members to consider putting the cane in the library. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon agreed that this would be an ideal location near the area in the upper 

level where the weekly tea attended by many of the Town’s senior citizens is held. 

 

Mr. Dawley commented that the cane’s display case is being built by students at 

Minuteman Vocational Technical High School.  He thanked Ford Spalding for 

facilitating this project. 

 

Mrs. Lisbon suggested asking the Historical Society to write up a brief explanation 

of the history of this tradition to accompany the cane and plaque. 

 

Mr. Melican will ask the Library Trustees for permission to place the Boston Post 

Cane at the library. 

 

Town Report 
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Mr. Melican reminded Town officials and departments that all reports for the 2010 

Town Report are due on January 14, 2011.  Citizens are encouraged to submit 

pictures of Dover to the Town Report Committee.  Details may be found on the 

Town website (www.doverma.org). 

 

MIIA Nominations/Voting Delegate 

Mr. Melican plans to attend the MMA Annual Meeting in Boston on Saturday, 

January 22, 2010 and will cast Dover’s votes for members of both the Board of 

Directors of the MIIA corporation (2) and MIIA Property & Casualty Group (4).  

Since the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen will vote, no voting delegate form 

needs to be submitted. 

 

Annual Town Meeting Warrant Deadline 

The 2011 Annual Town Meeting warrant closes on January 20, 2011.  All articles 

to be included on the warrant must be submitted the Selectmen’s office by 5:00 

p.m. on that date. 

 

Adjournment 

At 6:47 p.m., Mrs. Lisbon moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dawley; it was 

unanimously voted. 

 

DOVER BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Carol Lisbon, Clerk  
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