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Lyme Disease Committee 

of the 

Board of Health 

 Dover, MA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

September 22, 2011 

 

 Present: Steve Kruskall, Matthew  Schmid, Barbara Roth-

Schechter, Bill Herd, Jim Palmer, George Giunta, Paul Tedesco, Beth 

Webb, Tim Holiner, Diane Fielding 

 

  Absent:  Mike Francis, Jay Walsh  

 

 

 

1. Review and Approval of the Minutes of  September 8, 2011 meeting 

 

2. Final DMP information, abutter information, volunteer projects   – 

Jim, George 

DLCT will not add any more land to this year’s DMP; hunters 

assigned to TTOR passed a proficiency test administered by Mike and 

Jim; the volunteer project in Noanet will be started in early October 

with the date to be announced; Hale will not participate in this year’s 

DMP – all hunters have been informed; the BOH will provide the 

triple IDs based on a listing provided by the two DMAs. 

 

3. Tick collection from harvested deer – Bill, Barbara 

Bill suggested a new project to ascertain the collection of ticks (from 

400 to 600 ticks per deer) that crawl off a dead deer. This idea was 

enthusiastically accepted and will be turned into a side project. Beth 

suggested the use of sticky mats that are commercially available. They 

could be provided by the BOH to the hunters, hopefully still during 

this year’s DMP.  

 

4. Sam Telford Project – Barbara 

The entire team was excited about the proposal about measuring the 

effects of deer reduction on tick density. Following a general discussion 

it was agreed that the next step in this project will be to draft an 

introductory cover letter summarizing the project to potential donors 

(Steve). Furthermore, a single donor would be preferred, thus a careful 

evaluation of the many foundations in Dover and surrounding towns 

will be made (Steve). The grant application will be shared with the 
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entire BOH, since it is this body that will be the applicant and 

administrator of this grant (Barbara). 

 

5. Presentation about feasibility of  Controlled Burn in Dover – Mr. 

Simmons 

Thanks to the initiative and organization of Bill (Thank you !), Mr. 

Tim Simmons, Mass Wildlife Restoration Ecologist, spoke about his 

wide and long experience with controlled burns. Subsequent to the 

Clean Air Act of 1963 burning in the entire US has become very 

difficult. Based on his experience of more than 25 years, Tim outlined 

the advantages and disadvantages of periodic burning of the land. It 

was an eye-opener for all of us. 

6. Discussion of Controlled Burn - All 

Although there are many ecological benefits to controlled burning of 

land, it became obvious that there is no established evidence to the 

effect that a controlled burn will contribute to significant reduction in 

tick density. The subject will be further researched, but no immediate 

action is planned. 

 

7. Other outstanding Issues - All 

The question was raised as to the number of deer vehicle collisions in 

Dover (Barbara to follow up with the PD). 

 

It is not our role to evaluate, endorse or reject a book on Lyme disease 

(Nancy Dougherty). 


