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Lyme Disease Committee 

of the 

Board of Health 

 Dover, MA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

July 28, 2011 

10:00 AM - Lower Level Conference Room 

 

 Present: Steve Kruskall, Paul Tedesco, Matthew  Schmid, Barbara 

Roth-Schechter, Jim Palmer, Bill Herd, Diane Fielding, George 

Giunta, Tim Holiner 

 Absent: Mike Francis, Beth Webb, Jay Walsh 

 

 

1. Review and Approval of the Final Minutes of  June 23, 2011 meeting 

 

2. Update on town land expansion – All 

George is tracking most available land information (from TTOR and 

BOS), but is still awaiting final land appropriations from Con Com 

and DLCT prior to finalizing the ‘hunting map’ as discussed during 

June 23 meeting (see Minutes). Jim reported that TTOR will open land 

between Powisset Farm and Dedham Street, an area likely to 

accommodate 8 hunters. Hale will select their own hunters and manage 

them, but would like them to be vetted by members of the LDC using 

the same process as for all Dover DMP hunters.  

Presently, BOH-LDC still has 31 hunters from last year, all fully 

qualified and vetted. There are 10 hunters from last year, who are fully 

vetted, but still have to be background-checked (Jim has all info and 

will follow up).  There are 13 new applicants who will have to be 

interviewed and background-checked in August. Jim and George will 

coordinate the schedule and will keep LDC members and the Chief of 

the Dover PD informed. Lastly, there will be the Hale hunters to be 

interviewed and background-checked.  

The committee agreed to the end of August as target deadline for 

completion of all interviews and identification of all participating 

properties in order for the DMAs and the hunters to scout the hunting 

areas. Similarly, that date would be the time to create the final DMP 

map as outlined and identified on June 23. 

Eight (8) private properties have joined the DMP. 
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Mike Francis (TTOR) identified and shared with the LDC three 

opportunities for hunters and other volunteers to get involved with 

community projects. Jim will inform all hunters of these opportunities:  

Friends in the Fields (Powisset Farm) every Saturday 1:30 to 4:30 

Noanet Deer Browse Monitoring Project – August 17 and /or 23, 

between 8 AM and 4 PM 

Noanet Annual Volunteer Workday – September 17, 9 AM to 3 PM 

3. Presentation and Review of LDC website reorganization - Tim 

Tim circulated for discussion a revised layout of the Dover LDC 

website. A number of suggestions/revisions were made and discussed. 

Tim will finalize the updated website for the next LDC meeting 

(August 11) 

 

4. Update on Controlled Burn efforts for Dover – Bill 

Bill has been in communication with Mr. Simmons who is willing to 

attend one of our next meetings to discuss controlled burning of fields 

in Dover. Bill will suggest to him several dates and he would be invited 

to speak to us and answer questions at one of our regular meetings of 

his choice at 11:00 AM. 

5. Research Project of tick density measurements in Dover – Discussion 

Sam Telford - Barbara 

Barbara spoke to Sam Telford on July 25. He will draft a grant 

application (approximately 2 pages) for such a research project which 

he estimated to cost about $30,000 to $35,000 per year. 

 

6. Report and discussion of educational effort about LD to treating 

physicians and ID experts - Steve 

Based on a recent experience Steve reported that physicians would 

benefit from an educational effort about Lyme disease. 

 

He suggested that the LDC petition the BOH to initiate a Lyme disease 

information letter to all area primary care and emergency physicians 

at local hospitals (i.e., Newton Wellesley Hospital, BIDMC-Needham, 

Norwood Hospital, and Metro West Hospital). The letter should be 

initiated by the BOH with its signatures as well as the signature of a 

local Infectious Disease Specialist (Chin Hak Chun, MD).   

 

The letter will be written by the LDC and will include the most recent 

information about LD prevalence, recognition criteria, exposure, 
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prophylaxis, personal prevention and treatment. It will include a 

reference to the Town of Dover LDC web site.  

 

Steve estimated that a total of 500 physicians could be reached and  a 

budget of about $ 500.00 would be necessary for the project. 

 

7. The payment of $ 500.00 from the BOH to each of the DMA for their 

2010 stipend was initiated. 


