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Lyme Disease Committee 

of the 

Board of Health 

 Dover, MA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2011 

 

 Present: Steve Kruskall, Matthew  Schmid, Bill Herd, Barbara Roth-

 Schechter, Diane Fielding, Tim Holiner, Paul Tedesco,  George Giunta,   

  Absent:  Beth Webb, Mike Francis, Jim Palmer,  

 

 

 

1. Review and Approval of the Minutes of  November 17, 2011 meeting 

 

2. Update on 2011 DMP – All  

So far, 10 deer have been harvested. The scarcity of deer sightings is 

attributed to the scarcity of acorns which results in deer leaving the 

woods and getting onto fields. It is not obvious why more bucks are 

sighted than does.  

3 deer were recovered by the police subsequent to vehicle collisions. 

It was reported to the police that one deer was shot by shot gun by an 

illegal and unknown hunter. 

Subsequent to the distribution of the Needham report of an illegal 

hunter and the town reaction as reported in the Boston Globe, a lengthy  

discussion followed.  It was decided to send again to Needham all the 

materials previously sent to the adjoining towns advising them about 

the Dover DMP. Steve will draft an accompanying letter. 

 

3. Update on Tick-Alert – Barbara, Beth 

The various ‘Tick Alerts’ have been distributed in all schools, the DMA, 

the COA and on the Dover website. 

 

Due to the excessive abundance of ticks, a discussion ensued about the 

potential benefit of widening the walking trails on open town land – 

possibly as part of the hunter’s voluntary activities. The LDC will 

discuss that question with the various stake holders of open town land. 
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4. Sam Telford Project – All  

No additional follow-up of any potential grantee was received. George 

will contact Mr. Muzi with a grant package (to be provided by Barbara 

to George) 

5. Review of informative letter to abutters – Matthew, Tim,  All  

Tim will present a revision at the next meeting. 

 

6. Update on BOH and LDC website ‘hits’ – Matthew 

Matthew provided the LDC with the official ‘hit’ rate of the BOH-LDC 

website. During the time between May 17 and November 16 a total of 

264 visits were recorded with average of 2 Minutes of viewing. The 

Group realized that providing information to the residents of Dover via 

the internet is not the most effective way to communicate. 

 

7. Discussion and other outstanding issues – All 

The potential benefits of mowing of town fields was discussed again 

(Billie) with the outcome that the maps will be consulted at the next 

meeting with a consideration to solicit town services in the interest of 

decreasing the tick population. 

The response of Tom Rawinski concerning the benefit of planting 

Southernwood and Lavender Cotton to protect against deer browsing 

was presented (Barbara): he believes that these plants are resistant and 

are unlikely to be invasive. It was decided to consult with the other Con 

Com agent (George). 

Barbara reminded the LDC members about the possibility to 

participate on Sunday December 11 at 1:00 p.m., in the program 

organized by the Weston Con Com : U.S. Forest Service Botanist 

Thomas Rawinski will lead a public walk and educational program, on 

how to identify the extent of deer browse in a forest. 

 

 

 


