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Board of Fire Engineers 

Town of Dover Fire Department 
Minutes 

Thursday, May 24, 2007  

Dover Fire Station 
One Walpole Street 
Dover, MA 02030 

Attendees: Engineers Carlton J. Sherman & Ford Spalding  
Chief John M. Hughes, III & Deputy Chief David Tiberi  
Also Present: Richard Tiberi & Carol Lisbon (Selectmen) 
 
The Board of Fire Engineers held a special meeting in the Fire 
Department Chiefs office starting at 5:00PM. 

The Board reviewed and approved the Minutes of April 4, 2007. 

The Board reviewed and approved the Department expenditures for the 
month of  
May 2007. 

The Board discussed with Selectmen Lisbon the issue of not having an 
equitable Benefit plan for the EMT personnel on the Fire Department. 
The EMT personnel are covered under Workers’ Compensation and 
are not eligible for the Town of Dover Fire & Police Benefit plan. The 
Board feels we must find a solution to have EMT’s and Fire Department 
personnel all covered equitably. 

If an EMT is eligible for Worker’s Compensation benefits and if they are 
covered under their place of employment then the benefit is determined 
on both the income from the Town of Dover as an EMT plus their 
regular employment compensation. If the EMT is not employed or does 
not have Workers’ Compensation then the only compensation 
calculated into their benefit is the Town of Dover EMT compensation. 
The Board feels this will not equitably compensate an EMT member 
who is injured or dies in the line of duty.  

The potential solutions discussed are: 

 



1) Find an insured Benefit plan. 
2) Have all EMT personnel become Fire personnel by training and 
practice. And, by so doing, have EMT’s covered under the current 
Town plan. 
3) Have the Town establish by Town Meeting vote a plan that would 
pay benefits to a fallen or injured EMT. 
4) Maintain the current benefit structure: EMT’s covered by Worker’s 
Compensation and Fire personnel covered under the current Town 
plan. 

Ford Spalding discussed a potential insured Benefit Plan offered 
through VFIS of Southern New England, PO Box 810, Greenwich, RI 
02818-0810. He has talked with Judi Parman (401-886-1825) an 
Account Representative. She indicated they could provide converge for 
EMT’s. He reported that he provided them with the requested 
underwriting information and is waiting for their recommendation. When 
received that will be given to Dave Ramsay, Dover Town Administrator, 
for his follow up. This we all agreed would be the best solution. 

The Board indicated that it would like to meet with the Board of 
Selectmen as we develop the four potential solutions. 

The meeting was adjourned 5:40 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ford Spalding, Clerk 

 


